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Diary Dates and upcoming events ....
May
Mon 03 – Grades Prep to 3 – Footsteps
Mon 03 – Senior School Assembly, 9.00 am
Wed 05 – District Cross Country (team) ($5)
Thu 06 – Junior School Assembly, 9.00 am
Thu 06 - Mother’s Day Stall (Gr P-1)
Thu 06 – Prep Farmer Kevin Incursion ($10)
Fri 07 – Term 2 Interschool Sports
Fri 07 – Mothers Day Stall (Gr 2-6)

May
Mon 24 – Grades Prep to 3 – Footsteps
Wed 26 – Darebin Cross Country Championships (info on Compass soon)
Fri 28 – Term 2 Interschool Sports

Mon 10 – Grades Prep to 3 – Footsteps
Mon 10 – School Council, 6.30 pm
Tue 11, Wed 12, Th 13 – Gr 3 & 5 NAPLAN
Wed 12 – Gr 6 Melbourne Zoo excursion ($30)
Fri 14 – WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY
Fri 14 – Term 2 Interschool Sports

Mon 07 – Grades Prep to 3 – Footsteps
Fri 11 – Term 2 Interschool Sports

Mon 17 – Grades Prep to 3 – Footsteps
Mon 17 – Gr 5 ‘Just Like Me’ incursion ($11)
Fri 21 – Gr 2 “Dreamer” Puppet Incursion ($5)
Fri 21 – Term 2 Interschool Sports

Mon 31 – Grades Prep to 3 – Footsteps
June
Fri 04 – Term 2 Interschool Sports
Fri 04 – COMEDY NIGHT 6.30 pm, Milking Shed (SOLD OUT!)

Mon 14 – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – no school
Tue 15-Wed 16 – Grade 4 City Camp ($170)
Fri 18 - Term 2 Interschool Sports
Fri 25 - Term 2 Interschool Sports
Fri 25 – LAST DAY OF TERM 2

From the Principal….
TELL US YOUR THOUGHTS
This year Preston PS is undergoing a school review. All government schools undertake a self-assessment and review process on a
four year cycle. We were scheduled to do our review last year however due to the lockdown schools scheduled for review in
2020 were delayed until 2021. As part of the review process, we are required to reflect on the past four years and seek input from
our school community, including parents, students and staff to help guide the future direction of the school.
On Monday we sent out an email to all Year 1-6 parents requesting they provide us with their feedback about the school from
2016-2020. If you would like to offer your thoughts and perspective please complete the pro forma provided in the email.
Once completed please email it to the school email address preston.ps@education.vic.gov.au or return it to your child’s teacher by
Monday May 10th
SCHOOL COUNCIL
On Monday night we will be holding our next School Council meeting. We currently have 3 unfilled positions. If you think you
might be interested in taking up one of these positions but would like to know more about the role please come along to Monday
night’s meeting to see how School Council operates.
If you do want to attend the meeting, please email me at janet.paterson@education.vic.gov.au to let me know.
COMEDY NIGHT
The Comedy Night is sold out! We have some very disappointed people who didn’t purchase their tickets quickly enough and
have missed out. Unfortunately we are at capacity for the space and we cannot release any further tickets.
NAPLAN
On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of next week our Grade 3 and 5 students will be doing the NAPLAN assessment.
Over the past few weeks we have given the students the opportunity to practice the NAPLAN assessment. For some students the
day is no different to any other day however, for some students they become a bit anxious about the whole “test” experience.
Parents can assist by encouraging their children to try their best, read the questions carefully and check their answers. We also
need to remember it is a “snap shot” of one day in their education and it doesn’t define everything they do or don’t know.
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MOTHER’S DAY STALL
On Thursday and Friday it is our annual Mother’s Day Stall. The stall will be held in the PAC at the Senior School. The children
will be able to purchase presents that range from 50 cents to $5. The Prep and 1 students will be able to buy their
presents on Thursday and the Grade 2 to 6 students on the Friday.
Could parents of our Junior School students please ensure your child’s money is placed in an envelope or small purse that has their
name clearly marked on it. The children will be supervised by their classroom teacher when they are purchasing their items.
I hope that all of the mums have a great day on Sunday.
Enjoy the sleep in, breakfast in bed, hugs and kisses - it is the one day of the year you are the centre of attention.
Enjoy! Enjoy! Enjoy!
Regards,
Janet Paterson,
Principal.

Mathletics Masters ….
Congratulations to our top Mathletics users!
BRONZE

SILVER

GOLD

TOP YEAR
LEVEL

TOP GROUP

Sarah’s Grade One
Maths Group

Seyaan 1AE

Robson
4AC

Rumaan
1AB

Book Levies ….
For families using a payment plan to complete Book Levy payments, the Term 2 instalment is due to be processed by
Compass next Monday, 10 May.
If you would like to begin a payment plan, you still can. If it’s before 10 May, Compass will “catch you up” and take the
Term 1 payment of $62.50 per child straight away and cue the following term instalments.
If you start a payment plan after 10 May, Compass will process both the Term 1 and Term 2 instalments ($125 per
student) and cue Term 3 and 4 instalments of $62.50 per student.

Uniform Shop ……
Pinafores!!
Pinafores are available to purchase on Qkr.

Students can wear a long-sleeved school polo or gold skivvy with navy tights
under their pinafore.
Sizes range from 4 to M (size 16)
Haven’t got Qkr yet? Click the link for more info on Qkr:
https://www.mastercard.com.au/en-au/about-mastercard/innovations/qkr.html
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Grade 1 Report ....
iPads!
At the beginning of Term 2, the Junior School received a new set of iPads. So far, the Grade 1 students have loved exploring the
iPads and the apps on offer.
They have enjoyed some old favourites (Mathletics, PMeCollections and Sunshine Online) as well as some unfamiliar apps such as
Monkey Math and Toy Theatre.
Over the course of the year, the students will discover different ways to navigate an iPad and develop their confidence.
Leilani – I like to do art on the IPADS.
Dawn – MATHLETICS is FUN!
Cross – I like playing MONKEY MATH because it helps me with my maths.
Audrey - I love drawing with my finger on SHOW ME!
Eli – I like wearing the headphones and listening to music and sounds.

Grade 2 Report ....
This year, the students in Grade 2 have been enjoying using the laptops and iPads in the classroom and have already learnt a lot
of new things! They have practised their typing skills in Word and created labelled pictures and diagrams in PicCollage. They
have learnt to insert images into a document and to save and retrieve their own work.
The students have also been using Sunshine Online and the PM eCollection during their reading lessons, as well as Mathletics
and various other apps during maths rotations.

I like using Word on the laptops because I like typing. Etta
I enjoy playing on Kids Count because I like playing games that teach me about money. Isabella
I like PicCollage because you can choose from lots of different colours, backgrounds and stickers. Zara
My favourite thing is to have free time on the iPads because you get to play maths and spelling games. Kali
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Grade 5 Report ....
After a fantastic first term, the Grade 5 students have really hit the ground running in Term 2. Those who made it into a winter
interschool sports team have demonstrated their commitment to before-school training (thankfully not too many cold mornings
yet!) along with everyone who is giving their best to the “Healthy Living Group” with Camilla and Mr Smith. Cross country trials
on our first day back were fun and highly competitive.
We have started coding and narrative writing with gusto, and enjoyed exploring “hands-on” measurement activities in Maths.
(The “Minties Challenge” was definitely a winner!) Although some of us are feeling a little nervous about NAPLAN coming up
next week, we can look forward to a super term of learning and celebrating our successes together. We thought we’d share
some of our thoughts so far:
Isabel: “I really enjoy my Maths group and we did a super fun activity called “The Minties Challenge” where you have to keep
tearing a mintie wrapper into a strip without it breaking. I got the highest in the class at 92cm long.”
Vienna: “I’ve always been excited about NAPLAN and before you say I’m crazy, it’s actually fun! My teacher has been by my side
helping me along the way with all subjects. Bring on NAPLAN!”
Claudia: “I love the narrative topics we have been doing and I have really upped my game so far in writing. I’m definitely looking
forward to improving my confidence and my teacher has high expectations so I’m excited to try tweaking my writing to succeed. I
can’t wait for a great writing adventure!”
Neve: “In coding plenty of the Grade 5’s were rapt with the fact that the first lesson was about Minecraft functions. Through trial
and error, fun times and hard work, many students emerged successful and I’d say coding was a HIT!”
Molly: Although Maths isn’t my preferred subject, I’m all over it when it comes to Mathletics and getting certificates. My teacher
has put all of them on display and to make things even better, our Maths group was awarded “most users in a group” by Mrs Bright!

News from the PE Department ....
Junior School
The Preps and Grade 1 students have been busy learning the Fundamental Movement Skill of Bounce.
Students had fun trying different bounces through obstacle courses with their preferred hand and non-preferred hand. They also
practiced dribbling their basketballs during a traffic lights game around the oval, being careful to obey the road rules and to keep
their ball with them at all times!
Senior School
The Grade 2 and 3 students have been busy completing their Basketball Unit. We practiced the skills of dribbling, passing,
defending and shooting, and really enjoyed playing some modified games in teams.
Our Grade 4, 5, and 6 students have been busy learning the skills of Aussie Rules. They have learnt how to correctly kick a
Drop Punt to a target/player, as well as through the goals, and they challenged themselves when kicking for distance. They have
also practiced handballing to a target (stationary and moving), and played in some modified games utilising the skills that they have
learnt so far!
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Aaira M, 1AB

Elaine H, 4AA

District Cross Country Competition …
Today was the District Cross Country Competition at Bundoora Park. This year 72 students took part and completed the
course! An outstanding effort by all who represented our School.
Those who finished in the top 10 of their race will continue on to the next stage of competition – the Division Cross Country
Championships at Bundoora Park on Wednesday May 26 th. There are 21 students from our School who are going through to
the next stage of the competition. More information will be sent out to parents via Compass soon.
Congratulations to all, and thank you to Mrs Bright, Miss Cora and Paula for coming along and helping out on the day and to
all of the parents and family members who came to support the students.

9/10 Boys
6th - Jayden F
7th – Owen B
8th – Ethan B
9th - Omar A
10th – Gabriel C
9/10 Girls
1st – Ruby W
3rd – Beatrice H
6th - Billie B.B
9th – Azura B
10th – Cassie D
11 Boys
5th - Nicholas M
6th – Ben P
11 Girls
4th – Emily O
5th – Tilly R
6th – Emi A
12/13 Boys
2nd – Oliver P
4th – Harry M
7th – Dimitri T
8th – Adam N
12/13 Girls
2nd – Isabella Th
3rd – Catherine B
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Walk Safely To School Day …..
National Walk Safely to School Day is on Friday 14 May 2021.
The event seeks to promote road safety, health, public transport
and the environment.
The objectives of the day is:
 To encourage parents and carers to walk to school with primary aged children
 To promote the benefits of walking and create regular walking habits
 To help children develop vital road crossing skills and ensure children up to the
age of 10 years hold an adult’s hand when crossing the road.
 To reduce car dependency, traffic congestion and pollution
Please join us on the day by walking to school. If you must use a car, try leaving it a good
distance from school and walk the rest of the way.
Thank you for your support and participation.

Mothers Day Stall
The Mothers Day stall will running on the following days:
Thursday 06 May – Preps and Grade 1
Friday 07 May – Grades 2 to 6
In the Performing Arts Centre (PAC) at the Senior School
Gifts will range in price from .50c to $5.00.
Thank you, Maria
 Please send a recycle bag for children to use for their purchases.

Head Lice ….
A reminder to parents to regularly check your child’s hair for head lice. Headlice are
extremely contagious. We suggest that you look for the following symptoms or signs that
would indicate the presence of headlice:





Generally: child scratching his/her head excessively,
On pillows: fine black powder or pale coloured material,
In the hair: signs of lice eggs (“nits” – cream or coffee coloured specks close to
hair roots,
Lice: small white or ‘greyish’ parasites the approximate size of a pinhead.

If you notice any of the above signs, treatment should be commenced immediately as your child
could be excluded from school if not treated.

CHESS CLUB ….
Chess will return to on-site lessons in Term 2. All lessons are held at the Senior School, second floor
Room 43.





Junior - 8.00 am Thursdays
Intermediate – 3.30 pm Thursdays
Senior – 8.00 am – Fridays
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