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Diary Dates and upcoming events ....
Thursday 14 October – Student Free Day – no onsite or remote learning
Tuesday, 02 November – Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – no school

From the Principal….
I hope everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing break. I know that due to the lockdown we weren’t allowed to do much however it
was nice to just relax and not have to think about remote learning for a couple of weeks. Fortunately, the weather was good, most
days, so it allowed people to catch in small groups with friends or extended family.
I’m sure like me you are all hoping the government will stick to the dates on the current roadmap and the children will begin to
return to school on Monday October 18th. I have put together a timetable of the dates each year level will be doing either remote
learning or will be onsite.
On the days the children are onsite their classroom teacher will be working onsite with them however on the days they are
working remotely their teachers will be working from home. If it is day that the children are rostered to be onsite their teacher
will not be providing any remote learning. Therefore, if a parent makes a decision not to send their child to school the teacher will
not be providing them with a remote program.
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Once we do return to school so much is still up in the air as the current DET guidelines are based on the present circumstances
however they could change by the time we return to school. Currently we are not permitted to have excursions, swimming,
camps, interschool sport, school tours, assemblies and the list goes on. I will do my best to keep families updated as things change.
When we return things will look very different however the positive is we will be back and the children will be with their friends
and we will do our best to maintain some type of normality.
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PLANNING FOR 2022
Although the school is currently open with a limited staff and a small number of students who are attending the onsite program it is
very different, however we still have things we need to keep up with. In Term 4 one of the biggest roles from an administration
perspective is to get in place our staffing profile for the 2022.
All government schools are self-managing, which means we are given an indicative budget based on our projected enrolment and
we then have to staff the school accordingly. We received our 2022 budget at the end of last term and as is normal there has not
been any significant increase in the budget. We have to manage the budget very carefully so that we don’t go into deficit. While the
DET will let schools go into deficit just like the bank they eventually want their money back and schools have to repay it.
We do not want to go into deficit as this would mean added pressure on the budget in years to come therefore, we can only
employ the number of staff we can afford so it is a delicate balancing act.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2022
As we are currently in the process of organising our staffing and grades for 2022 and it is important that we have an accurate
indication of the number of students who will be attending Preston PS in 2022.
If your child is currently in Grade Prep to 5 and they will not be returning to Preston in 2022 we would appreciate it if you
could let us know as soon as possible.
Please contact the school either by phone on 94701167, or email us at preston.ps@education.vic.gov.au
TUTOR PROGRAM
It was good news that our Education Minister, James Merlino, announced early this week that the government would fund the
continuation of the Tutor program in 2022. This program has been a very successful one for many students. The program is aimed
at students who have not made the expected progress for the year. The criteria for inclusion in the program in 2022 will be the
same. At the end of the year, we will use the current data to assess which children will be included in the program for Semester 1
of 2022.
Regards,
Janet Paterson,
Principal.

Uniform …..
Unfortunately, we are still unable to open our Uniform Shop for counter sales.
Should you need any items of uniform, orders can still be made on Qkr.
Please remember that when we are back at School, Term 4 is a “hat” term and children will need to have a hat on
when playing outside.
2022 Grade 6 jumpers and polos are now available to order on Qkr. Information has been sent to Grade 5 families by
Compass newsfeed.

Chloe D, 4AA

Elliott J, PAA
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Grade 1 Report ....
This week we saw the return of remote learning. The Grade One teachers wanted to start the term with a bit of fun.
On Monday morning, the children got into their seats, buckled up their belts, got their passports ready and went on a virtual
tour of Disneyland with their teacher and grade. They saw Disney characters, amazing floats, fun attractions and some cool
rides.
The children had a creative day completing a mixture of reading, writing and maths tasks centred around the Disneyland
theme.
We hope all of the Grade Ones had a smooth transition back to learning and are ready for the term to come.

SCHOOL VALUES: ● RESPECT ● RESPONSIBILITY ● RESILIENCE ● LEARNING SUCCESS

Grade 4 Report ....
After a relaxing two week break, the Grade 4 teachers and students are ready to sink their teeth into some more amazing work
in Term Four.
Here are some of the incredible activities we completed as part of our mindfulness and creative afternoon activities last term.
Some of us even made ice-cream in a bag with Mrs Bright - it was delicious!
We can’t wait to be back at school!

Italian Report ....
Benvenuti to Term 4! Dita incrociate (fingers crossed), it won’t be long now until we are back at school.
Italy has a rich heritage of Art, Food, Fashion, Architecture and History. Part of learning a language involves comparing
and reflecting on different cultural practices. Take a look at the Italian cultural activities students participated in
towards the end of last term. There were plenty of students practising soccer skills, drawings about pasta,
investigations about pizza and lots of families even got into the Italian spirit and cooked up a storm!
Saluti,
Signora Perrone e Signora Langley
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