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Diary Dates and upcoming events ....
February
Fri 12 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6)
Mon 15 – School Council, 6.30 pm
Wed 17 – Grade 6 Writing Incursion ($7)
Th 18 – 3-Way Conferences (book on Compass)
Fri 19 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6)
Fri 26 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6)
Fri 26 - Grade 1 Mr Huff Incursion ($10)
Fri 26 - Grade Prep Bully Bull Ring Incursion ($10)

March
Mon 01 – Fri 05 – Grade 6 Canberra Camp
Mon 08 – Labour Day Public Holiday (no school)
Fri 12 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6)
Mon 15 – Wed 17 – Grade 5 Log Cabin Camp
Fri 19 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6)

From the Principal….
SCHOOL VALUES
At Preston PS we have a set of four values that we expect all members of our school community to acknowledge. You will see the
values displayed prominently throughout the school.
 RESPECT
 RESPONSIBILITY
 RESILIENCE
 LEARNING SUCCESS
At Preston Primary, we are committed to creating an encouraging environment which promotes and supports excellence in
learning, recognizes and celebrates individual success, and demonstrates respect between students, staff, parents and the wider
school community.
We actively promote students to take personal responsibility for their learning, social interactions, personal behaviour and
belongings.
All stakeholders strive to develop skills, knowledge and confidence, which promote personal resilience.
We foster positive mutual interaction so all stakeholders can show respect and honesty with each other.
PREP NEWS
Our Preps have got off to an amazing start this year. They all seem so confident and ready to learn. Their teachers are so very
proud of the way they are managing to walk in to their classroom in the morning, put their bags away and get themselves ready for
the start of the day. Maybe we have all underestimated the skills and confidence our young children have.
3 WAY CONFERENCES
This semester’s 3 Way Conferences are next Thursday February 18th. Theses conferences are a very important aspect of your
child’s education. Although it is early in the year we have them at this time to provide parents, students and teachers the
opportunity to share valuable information.
IF YOU HAVEN’T BOOKED PLEASE LOG ON TO COMPASS TO BOOK
Classroom teachers will email parents the WebEx meeting link and password on Monday of next week.
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WHO DO I GO TO?
From time to time parents have issues or concerns that they wish to raise or clarify but they don’t know who to speak to. There
are several staff members you can contact, your child’s classroom teacher, the year level coordinator, Robyn Brock, the Junior
School Coordinator, Mark Smith, the Assistant Principal or myself. If it is a matter related to your child I suggest you speak with
their classroom teacher first. At Preston we don’t have a hierarchy; you can approach the person who you believe will best sort
out your concerns.
For those parents who don’t know who the grade level coordinators are I have included a photo of them in this week’s newsletter.
Remember a small problem is easy to solve a big problem is harder to solve.

Lefi Doumtsis
Grade Prep

Tom O’Neill
Grade 1

Bev Taylor
Grade 2

Joe Greige
Grade 3

Jeremy Murphy
Grade 4

Ashleigh Kaye
Grade 5

Craig Smith
Grade 6

Robyn Brock
Junior School
Coordinator

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Preston PS School Council is an elected body that consists of 8 parent reps, 4 staff reps, 2 co-opted members and the
School Principal. Members are elected to School Council for a two-year period. We have 4 parent and 2 staff representative
and 2 co-opted positions that are up for election this year. The parent members who have completed their term are Tania
Giarratana, Tony Fong, Emily Potter and Renee Patten.
The staff members who have completed their two-year term are Robyn Brock and Mark Smith. We also have two casual
vacancies available as Slobodanka Stojkovic and Emily Waghorne, who both had a year of their elected positions remaining,
no longer have children who attend Preston PS. There is also a two year Community co-opted positon available.
The positions are open to all parents who have a child attending Preston PS. If you are interested and would like further
information relating to the role and time commitment of a School Council representative information will be posted on Compass.
The timeline for our election process is:
Monday February 15th
Monday February 22nd
Tuesday February 23rd

Nominations open
Nominations close at 4pm
Names of candidates posted via Compass

If there are more nominees than positions available there will be an election. The timeline below will be used if an
election is needed.
Thursday February 25th
Thursday March 4th
Friday March 5th
Friday March 5th
Monday March 17th

Ballot papers distributed to families
Close of Ballot at 4pm
Votes counted
Declaration of ballot-this will be published on Compass
AGM-First School Council meeting to elect Office Bearers

Nomination forms will be posted on Compass and will be available at the Senior School office. Parents can either self-nominate
or have someone nominate him or her. Any person who is nominated MUST sign the nomination form to indicate they have
accepted the nomination.
If you would like any further information, please contact the Mark Smith or myself on 9470 1167 or come in to the school to
have a chat with us.
Regards,
Janet Paterson,
Principal.
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SUNSMART
Children MUST remember to bring their hat to school EVERY day as we have a “No Hat no Play” rule that
we enforce in Terms 1 and 4.
Children can also bring a drink bottle with them. The children are allowed to have the drink bottle with them
during school time however the bottle must have a pop-top lid and it can only contain water.

2021 Term Dates
Term 1 : 27 January to Thursday 1 April (Good Friday, 2 April)
Term 2 : 19 April to 25 June
Term 3 : 12 July to 17 September
Term 4 : 04 October to 17 December

Uniform Shop…..
The Uniform Shop is NOT open for counter sales.
Orders can be made on Qkr through the week – up to 4.00 pm on Thursdays – and goods will sent home with your
child on Friday afternoon. Both Mastercard AND Visa cards can be used.
PLEASE ensure your child’s hat and jumper/jacket is clearly labelled with your child’s full name.


Staff regularly check the Lost Property boxes and return uniform directly to classrooms.

There is a second-hand rack ONLY at the Senior School which parents can look at after school.

Clementine D, 1AC

Declan S, 1AC
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Grade 1 ....
We have had a spectacular start to our new school year in Grade 1AB! In Grade 1, we know it is important to try our best at
school. We have been learning about the Preston Primary School values and making sure we remember them every day.
Respect - “Respect is being kind to others, looking after others and putting things away”
Ashley and Chris
“We share our things too” - Rumaan. "It also means listening to who is talking" - Aimee
Responsibility - “Taking care of your things and not losing them” - Aaira "We can do
things by ourselves and make the right choices" - Grace
Learning Success - What a great feeling it is when "Things are a little tough and then you
can do it because you tried your best” - Michael.
Resilience - "We keep trying and never give up when it gets a little hard" - William.
Some of us remember how excited we were when we got to take our training wheels off and ride our bikes by ourselves!
We also read a story called "Only One You" which told the story about a small fish, Adri, who learns just how special it is that we
are all different. In 1AB we help each other and we know that "We might be different fish but we all swim together!"

Grade 2 ....
Welcome back to a new and exciting year in Grade 2. The children have adjusted wonderfully to the move to the Senior School
and they are already feeling happy and settled in their new environment. All of the students in Grade 2 have enjoyed getting to
know their new teacher and the routines of their classrooms and we know that we are going to have a fantastic year of learning
ahead. The teachers are also getting used to our new classrooms and we are all feeling excited about working closely to create
an engaging learning hub for all the Grade 2 students.
The children have also done a great job of getting themselves into their classrooms, unpacking their belongings and beginning their
day in a calm and organised way. Thanks so much to the parents who are encouraging their children to demonstrate their
resilience and independence by saying goodbye at the gates.
The best thing about being in Grade 2 is:

“Getting to read new books” Levi 2AA
“Learning to get better at stuff” Cooper O 2AA
“Reading funny books” Kerrie 2AB
“Learning doubles in Maths” Lola 2AB
“Reading chapter books” Ava 2AC
“Playing outside in the big yard” Jack 2AC
“Doing Maths groups” 2AD
“Being at the big school” 2AD
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Grade 4 ....
In 4AA we have been reminding ourselves about what we need to do to be good learners.

Take risks and challenge ourselves.

Never give up!
Be proud of our work.
Have a positive mindset.
Be respectful of others.
Take responsibility for our learning.

News from Physical Education (PE) ....
It has been wonderful to see all the students so eager to get into their PE programs for 2021. The energy and motivation they
have is outstanding and we cannot wait to watch their skills grow across the year.
The Grade 1 students enjoying some running games. We are focussing on running forwards, backwards, dodging, skipping and
hopping.

The Preston District Primary School Interschool Sport Competition has begun. Some of our teams had their first games last
Friday in Bat Tennis, Tee Ball, Cricket and Rounders. This week Preston A are playing Holy Name Primary School and Preston B
are playing Reservoir West Primary School. Good luck for your games this Friday!
The Grade 4, 5 and 6 students have started their Cricket Unit and have been busy practising their fielding skills as well as
batting technique. Students are having fun working in pairs and in small groups and playing in some competitions!
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Ukelele…..
Ukulele has restarted on-site.
All classes will run on a Wednesday. For information call Clare 0419 470 226
or email clare@musicfunforeveryone.com.au
Grade 2 students wanting to come for a try out can do so next Wednesday at
Recess.
Thanks
Clare

Petition to Darebin Council ….
Local residents have put together an online petition to Darebin Council, seeking urgent action to make the School's
surrounding streets safer for our children.
There have been ongoing issues with speeding cars, even cars driving the wrong way, in the highly trafficked streets that border
Preston PS - Foch Street, Tyler St, Ellison St, Shakespeare Ave and Bowden St.
We are asking for speed bumps, stop signs and another pedestrian crossing. You can access the petition here:
http://chng.it/GFq2vq2Rv8. Please consider signing!

Secondary School Transition …..
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