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Diary Dates and upcoming events .... 

July 

Fri 15 – Gr 6 Living and Growing Program Session 1 

Fri 15 – Gr 3 /4  Basketball Comp (team)  

Fri 22 – Gr 6 Living and Growing Program Session 2 

Thur 28 – 3-Way Conferences 

Fri 29 – Gr 5 /6 Hoop Time Comp (team) $15  

Fri 29 – Gr 1 Melbourne Museum Exc ($20) 

Fri 29 – Gr 6 Living and Growing Program Session 3 

Fri 29 – Gr 6 Drama Show Permission due 

August 

Wed 03 – Gr 4 IMAX & Melb Museum (info on Compass soon) 

Fri 12 – PUPIL FREE DAY 

Wed 24 – District Aths Carni (Team) (info on Compass soon) 

September 

Wed 14 – Grade 6Drama Show Rehearsals and Evening Performance 

From the Principal…. 
Welcome to Term 3! I hope everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing break. As always at the start of the term, most of the children 

are very enthusiastic and glad to be back at school with their friends. It’s amazing what a break can do.   

 

STAFFING  

Farwell to Mark Smith  

On Monday Preston PS and the Department of Education officially bid farewell to Mark Smith. Although Mark 

finished up at the end of last year, he has been on long service leave and that leave has now finished.  

Mark has been the Assistant Principal at Preston PS for the past 15 years. He came to Preston with a wealth of 

knowledge and has willing shared that with all of the staff. His calm manner and ability to turn his hand to a 

multitude of tasks was amazing. Although Mark has worked at Preston for the past 15 years, he has been a 

member of the teaching service for 48 years and throughout those years he has worked in many settings.  

On a personal note, I have missed having Mark around this year. We would have daily chats about our families, solve the problems 

of the world and we even manage to fit in educational discussions. Not all principals are lucky enough to be able to work with an 

assistant principal who you could have frank and confidential discussions with, agree and disagree with, but at the end of the day be 

able to go home and know that you have their support and I had that with Mark. Most importantly, not only was he a colleague, 

but a friend, and I will value our friendship and working relationship for years to come. Mark will be greatly missed by the staff and 

students at Preston PS and the wider school community.  

I wish Mark and his wife Julie all the very best in their retirement years. I know they are looking forward to travelling, spending 

more time with their family and Mark has been enjoying learning to play golf.  Enjoy!  

Assistant Principal Position  

On a positive note, as one door shuts another one opens. As we say goodbye to Mark, I would like to 

congratulate Dale Adams on being appointed to the Assistant Principal position. Dale has been acting in the 

position since the beginning of the year however the position was advertised, and Dale is now the substantive 

Assistant Principal. I am very confident that Dale will do an outstanding job in the role. He brings an extensive 

curriculum knowledge to the role and some good handyman skills for the times when we need an emergency 

repair. I look forward to working with Dale.  

Farewell  

At the end of the week, we will farewell three staff members who are leaving to have babies.  

Louise Douglass, our PE teacher, 

Claire Woodford, one of our Grade 2 teachers, 

Rachael Srblin, another of our Grade 2 teachers (part time) 

We wish Louise and Ewan, Claire and Will, and Rachael and Matt all the very best with the birth of 

their babies.  
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CONGRATULATIONS  

Our Grade 6 teacher Camilla Bell gave birth to her third daughter, Julia on the last Friday of Term 2.  

Camilla and her husband Christopher were thrilled to welcome another gorgeous baby to their family.  

Big sisters Antonia and Olivia are very excited to have Julia join their family.  

 

YEAR 6 CAMP  

I had the pleasure of travelling with our Grade 6 students to Canberra for five days in the last week of Term 2. The first day was 

spent travelling to Canberra, however we had several stops along the way to break up the long trip. We had morning tea at 

Glenrowan, lunch at Holbrook and the mandatory stop at Gundagai to see the dog on the tucker box.  

During the following three days, we visited a number of attractions at our Nation’s Capital including 

Parliament House, The Portrait Gallery, Australian War Memorial, Questacon, National Capital 

Exhibition, The Museum of Democracy, Electoral Education Centre, Australian Institute of Sport, 

Anzac Parade, National Arboretum and the Mint.  

Each of the places we visited offered different experiences for the children. At the Portrait Gallery 

they were able to draw while viewing and discussing various portraits. At the Electoral Education 

Centre they participated in an election which taught the children how Australia’s preferential voting 

system works. At Parliament House they participated in a role play to pass a bill in the House of 

Representatives.  

Although the camp program was jam-packed, it was very informative and engaging for the children. Our 

students were amazing; they represented the school in a very positive manner and were a great group to be 

with. By the end of the trip, most of the children were very tired as there were many early starts and some 

late nights.  

Thanks to the staff who attended the camp for the five days. It is always a big ask to expect teachers to be 

away from their families for five days and receive no extra pay for attending.  Some of our staff members 

have young children which makes it even harder.  

Huge thanks to Craig Smith who did all of the organisation, including liaising with the company we used to organise the camp and 

ensured everything went to plan. Thanks also to Jen Cora, Alex Bennie, Sally Verrall, Claudia Caputo, Aimee Caputo, 

Chiara Mackay and Paula Sanford for attending the camp.  

 

SEMESTER 1 REPORTS  

The Semester 1 Reports and Assessment Portfolios were sent home yesterday with the students.  

When you are reading your child’s report please keep in mind:  

➢ The Term 2 tasks are a snapshot of the assessment tasks that teachers use to determine the students Victorian Curriculum 

level.  Other assessments undertaken throughout the semester were also used to determine the child’s overall level.   

➢ The reports are for both parents and children. Take the time to sit with your child and read through the Assessment 

Portfolio and report.  

➢ Ask your child to explain the expectations and outcomes of the various tasks.  

➢ Celebrate with your child their achievements and discuss the areas for future learning.  

 

Children in Grades 1-6 have two dots in each subject line The hollow dots represent the child’s level of achievement 6 months ago 

and the solid dot shows their current level of achievement. If a child only has solid dots, this indicates that they have not made 

6 months progress since the end of last year or that the subject was not reported on in 2021 due to remote learning.  

Could all families please ensure they return the portfolios before the 3 Way Conference. The portfolios will be used as a 

point of reference during the conferences.  

 

3 WAY CONFERENCES  

Parents can now book an appointment for this semester’s 3 Way Conferences, which are on Thursday July 28th.  

The conferences will provide parents with the opportunity to discuss their child’s report and assessment tasks with their classroom 

teacher. The conferences are an integral part of the reporting process, so it is imperative that all families attend. We have decided 

that with the cold weather and the current spread of covid we will once again hold the conferences via WebEx.  

Classroom teachers will email parents the WebEx meeting link and password on Monday July 25th.  

IF YOU HAVEN’T BOOKED, PLEASE DO SO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  

To enable to the teachers to conduct the conferences we ask that parents keep their children at home next 

Thursday July 28th.  

If you are unable to keep them at home the school will offer an alternate program for the day. All children 

who attend on the day will work at the Senior School.  
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LEAVE  

I will be taking long service leave as of Monday July 26th for the remainder of Term 3. I am going to travel to Europe during my 

leave and although I am excited about the prospect of heading overseas again there is a bit of trepidation. 

The process with the DET is that they put out an expression of interest to fill the position. I should be informed in the next few 

days who will be the acting principal while I am on leave.  

Regards, 

Janet Paterson,  

Principal. 
 

2022 Term Dates 
Term 3 : 11 July to 16 September 

Term 4 : 03 October to 20 December 

2022 Pupil Free Days 
Friday 12 August 

Friday 9 December 
 

Parliament and Civics Education Rebate (PACER) …. 

Students from our School visited Canberra on an education tour of our national capital.  Students have been 

given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, 

culture, heritage and democracy. 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the national 

capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education.  To assist families in meeting the cost of this camp 

the Australian Government has contributed funding of $45 per student under the Parliament and Civics 

Education Rebate program towards those costs.   

This rebate was factored into our camp costs for parents and the rebate will be paid directly to the School 

upon completion of the camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Shop …… 

On-line orders can be made on Qkr up to 4.30 pm on Thursdays and it will be sent home on Friday afternoon. 

Bought the wrong size?  If you need to make an exchange for a different size, please leave the item/s you need to 

exchange (make sure all tags and packaging is included) at the Office through the week.  Swaps will be processed on Friday 

and sent home with children on Friday afternoon.   

• PLEASE ensure your child’s hat and jumper/jacket is clearly labelled with your child’s full name. 

Staff regularly check the Lost Property boxes and return uniform directly to classrooms. 

Winter is here!   Raincoats and polar fleece jackets and pinafores! 

Pinafores!! 

Please note:  Students should be wearing a long-sleeved school polo or gold skivvy with navy tights 

under their pinafore.  (Pinafores and long/short  sleeved polos are sold separately.) 

Jackets! 

 

 

 

 

 

 https://qkr-store.qkrschool.com/store/#/home  
 

Dry & Cosy Jacket in a Bag Polar Fleece Bomber Jacket Knitted Beanie 

https://qkr-store.qkrschool.com/store/#/home
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Grade Prep Report .... 

Holiday Recount Writing 

On Monday, the Preps did some fantastic recount writing about what they did on the school holidays! It was great to read all 

about their adventures, including a holiday in Bali and meeting a new baby brother. 

The Preps have been working hard in Writing sessions to include spaces between their words, capital letters at the start of their 

sentences and full stops at the end. They are able to use their Jolly Phonics sounds to sound out words and they can also include 

Magic Words in their writing!   

It has been so exciting to see the Preps become amazing writers over Term 1 and 2. We can’t wait to read more of their writing 

in Term 3! 

 

 

Grade 3 Report .... 

Towards the end of Term 2, the Grade 3 students focused on Alliteration poetry. Alliteration poems include lots of different 

words that start with the first letter of the topic. 

Below are some alliteration poems that we have written about the amazing people who work at Preston Primary School! 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, check out some of the alliteration poems that we wrote about ourselves! 

Written by Douglas C and Freida Z 
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Grade 6 Report .... 

During the last week of Term 2 the Grade 6 students attended their long-awaited Canberra Camp. The five-day camp was jam 

packed full of amazing tours, sightseeing and fun! We visited Parliament House, the High Court of Australia, the Royal Australian 

Mint and the National Portrait Gallery just to name a few sites. The students (and teachers) let their competitive spirits take over 

at Laser Tag and the Australian Institute of Sport. The ‘weather gods’ smiled on us with some cool but fine weather! It was 

certainly a camp to remember and a wonderful way for the students to celebrate their final year at primary school. 

Here is what some of the students thought of their experiences… 

• The AIS was absolutely brilliant and there were lots of fun things to do – Donna 

• Getting a chance to look at all of these amazing sites and sitting in the House of Representatives and the Senate was life changing 

– Luca 

• Questacon was jam packed full of exciting things and activities we could participate in – Tyler 

• It was a great opportunity to learn lots of things about Australia’s history and something I will always remember – Sierra 

• Laser Tag was so fun and we also got to play free Arcade games for the night – Alyssa 

• Camp was such a great opportunity, we were so fortunate to be able to see so many important Australian landmarks and learn so 

much – Azura 

• The cabins were amazing, I loved Laser Tag and learning new things about our Australian Government - Ethan 

 

 

  

News from the Art Rooms .... 

Welcome back to Term 3.  

We hope you had a lovely relaxing holiday. Maybe some of you were lucky enough to visit the Van Gogh exhibition at The Lume.  

This will be our inspiration for our Grade 4 art project this term. We have many other exciting projects ahead for our other year 

levels as well. These include, cardboard tigers, fruit still life collage, lizard clay models, pet sketching, mandala plates, Mexican 

inspired skull art and boat collages.  

The children will continue to develop and explore different skill techniques using oil pastels, material, gel printing plates, graphite 

pencils, chalk pastels, magic clay and watercolour paints.  

This term the children will be finishing off all their years artwork in preparation for our annual Art Show which will be held in late 

October. We will finalise the date in the coming weeks. We are looking forward to holding this event after a two year absence.  

The children are excited to showcase their amazing artwork to their family and friends. During this cold winter term, you may 

also like to take your family to the Picasso exhibition at the NGV and enjoy his incredible art work.  

Debbie and Mavra 
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Amelia S, PAA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ayla L, 4AD 
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