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Diary Dates and upcoming events ....
March
Thur 11 – Whole School Event – Let’s Get Active –
no charge, please consent on Compass
Fri 12 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6)
Mon 15 – Wed 17 – Grade 5 Log Cabin Camp
Mon 15 – School Council, 6.30 pm
Mon 15 – Final day for Issue 2 Book Club orders
Thu 18 – Gr 5 High School for a Day @ Reservoir High –
no charge, please consent on Compass
Thu 18 – Gr 3 Go Climb exc ($25)
Thu 18 - Gr 4 Lego We-Do Inc ($15)
Fri 19 - Interschool Sport Grand Finals

March
Mon 22 – Student Free Day (no school or OHSC)
Mon 29 – School Photos – more information will follow when
available
April
Thu 01 – last day of Term 1, 2.30 pm finish
Fri 02 - Good Friday public holiday

From the Principal….
CANBERRA CAMP
Last week I had the pleasure of going with our Grade 6 students to Canberra for five days. The first day was spent travelling to
Canberra, however we had several stops along the way to break up the long trip. We had morning tea at Glenrowan, lunch at
Holbrook and the mandatory stop at Gundagai to see the dog on the tucker box.
During the following three days, we visited a number of attractions at our nation’s capital including both the new and old
Parliament Houses, The Portrait Gallery, Australian War Memorial, Questacon, National Capital Exhibition, Electoral
Education Centre, Australian Institute of Sport, Anzac Parade, Government House, National Arboretum, the Rotary
Peace Park and the Mint.
Each of the places we visited offered different experiences for the children. At the Portrait Gallery they were able to draw while
viewing and discussing various portraits. At the Electoral Education Centre they participated in an election which taught the
children how Australia’s preferential voting system works. At Parliament House they participated in a role play to pass a bill in
the House of Representatives.
Although the camp program was jam-packed, it was very informative and engaging for the children. Our students were amazing and
they represented the School in a very positive manner and were a great group to be with. By the end of the trip, most of the
children were very tired as there were many early starts and some late nights.
Thanks to the staff who organised and attended the camp for the five days. It is always a big ask to expect teachers to be away
from their families for five days. Some of our staff members have young children which makes it even harder.
Huge thanks to Craig Smith who did all of the organisation including liaising with the company we used and ensured everything
went to plan. Thanks also to, Jen Cora, Lizzy Cox, Camilla Bell, Sue Norton, Jeremy Murphy and Paula Sanford for
attending the camp.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
On Monday March 15th at 6.30pm, we will be having the first meeting of our new School Council. We currently have three
one-year vacancies. If you are interested in joining School Council please contact me on 9470 1167 or at
janet.paterson@education.vic.gov.au before Monday evening to discuss the role.
2022 PREP TOURS
We have been inundated with calls from perspective families regarding Prep enrolments for 2022. If you know of any families who
are wanting to enrol their child at Preston PS for 2022 please let them know we will be running information sessions, which include
a tour of the School, beginning early next term.
All the information on how to book a tour is located on the School website www.preston-ps.vic.edu.au.
Tour dates:

Tuesday, 27 April, 9.30 am to 11.00 am
Thursday, 29 April, 9.30 am to 11.00 am
Tuesday, 04 May, 9.30 am to 11.00 am
Thursday, 06 May, 9.30 am to 11.00 am
Wednesday, 12 May, 9.30 am to 11.00 am
Bookings are essential.
To book your preferred date please click this link: https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code k5bhp

WHOLE SCHOOL EVENT DAY
Tomorrow we are holding our first Whole School Event Day for the year. The theme of the day is “Let’s Get Active” so the
children will be participating in various physical and healthy activities. The children will be in groups with students from years Prep
to 6.
We are also promoting sustainability so are asking that the students bring a Nude Food lunch and snacks. Nude Food is food
without excess packaging.
School uniform is to be worn on the day, and we encourage children to wear their House colour T-shirts and runners as
part of the day will involve participation in sporting activities.
Regards,
Janet Paterson,
Principal.

LOST PROPERTY
Is ALL of your child’s uniform named?
If the answer is yes that’s great, if the answer is no, please, please, please do so as soon as possible. Once again we are collecting
an enormous number of unnamed pieces of uniform.
Could parents also check that they have their child’s uniform and not another child’s uniform. From time to time we have parents
who are very upset when their child loses a piece of uniform that has been labelled. If your child has any pieces of uniform that
does not belong to them could they please return it to the office so that it can be returned to its owner.
We also have a large number of small containers in lost property that do not have names on them. It is a great idea to send your
child’s lunch and snack in a container however if it is not named it is easily lost.

Parliament and Civics Education Rebate (PACER) ….
Students from our School visited Canberra on an education tour of our national capital. Students have been given the opportunity
to participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy.
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the national capital as part of
their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of this camp the Australian Government has
contributed funding of $45 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs.
This rebate was factored into our camp costs for parents and the rebate will be paid directly to the School upon completion of the
camp.
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Grade 1 Report ....
ARGH!!! Have you ever felt so angry you just wanted to scream?
What about that ‘flat’ feeling you get but you’re just not sure why? Grade 1 students (just like the rest of us) go through a range
of feelings each and every day.
Research suggests that children who participate in well-taught social and emotional learning programs tend to demonstrate
positive social behaviour and are less likely to engage in risky and disruptive behaviour.
Since the beginning of the year, our Grade 1students have been actively involved in short activities connected to their social and
emotional wellbeing. We have worked hard to identify and acknowledge different emotions, while also learning appropriate
strategies to deal with them. We hope that the children will build a greater self-awareness and empathy for others.

Grade 2 Report ....
WILD ACTION!
This term the Grade 2 students have been focussing on non-fiction texts and writing information reports. We have been learning
about Australian Animals and were lucky enough to have some very special visitors at school last week.
Emily from Wild Action brought in some Australian Animals for us to learn about. There were lots of reptiles, some birds,
marsupials and mammals. The students all really enjoyed learning about a variety of animals such as crocodiles, owls, lizards, sugar
gliders and many more. We even got to see an endangered brush tailed bittong.
“I liked holding all of the animals.” Anastasia
“The best part was when we got to see all of the reptiles.” Nina
“My favourite part was when I got to hold the lizard.” Xenofon
“The snake was really heavy!” Meika
“It was so fun holding the big monitor lizard.” Luca
“I liked holding the black headed snake because it was super soft.” Jack
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Grade 5 Report ....
When you ask most adults to name their most memorable moments from Primary School, they will answer “camp” or
“interschool sports”. Amazingly, in Grade 5 this term, we get to do both! We’ll share more about the camp once we’re back;
this week, we’re focusing on Interschool Sports.
Each Friday morning, the majority of Grade 5 and 6 students participate in the Interschool Sport program. We either pile onto
buses (and almost always get onto the right one) and head off to other schools and sports grounds around our local area, or
welcome other students to our school. In Term 1, we have teams in Rounders, Bat Tennis, Tee Ball and Cricket.
Competitive sports have their challenges- the skills are tricky, the scoring can be confusing and the umpiring (for both students
and teachers) can be difficult. There are always winners and losers, which can be hard to make sense of. Being a large school with
a well-developed sports program has its perks; we are very competitive in every sport and are very successful. This has taught us
another important lesson - how to win graciously. It has been amazing seeing our students learn to cope with both winning and
losing, show resilience and persistence, and be all round good sports, regardless of results.
However, competitive sports aren’t for everyone, and there are a group of students who stay at school and participate in
“Healthy Living”. With the help of Mr Smith and Ms Dart, students spend time playing physical games, and also thinking about
‘what makes a healthy life’. Posters and movies are made, and lots of fun is had by all.
“Interschool sport is great because I get to have fun with my friends playing the sport that I love.” - Evie
“Bat tennis is awesome because you get to have fun with your friends. And whack the ball!” - Georgia S
“You get to have fun, even if you lose.” - Zara B
“It’s really fun to compete with other school!” - Mietta

Drama Report ....
Drama is off to a wonderful start this year – it is so good to be face to face teaching and learning!
I have really enjoyed meeting the Grade 4 students who have been working with sound and movement in their explorations of
human machines and creating environments. We’ve seen some imaginative worlds under the sea and on the moon – there is no
lack of imagination in Grade 4! The students have been enthusiastic and showed excellent teamwork in their groups. Well done
to everyone.
In Grade 5, we started the year with a video project about friends who compete with one another. The students created their
own storylines, wrote a storyboard, then filmed their work using iMovie software on their iPads, ready for editing. They have
been exploring how to present characters and situations in ways the audience can empathise with. Some characters are
competing in games at recess, while others are competing over who gets the TV remote. The students came up with a variety of
ways the situations can be resolved. We can’t wait to see the finished products!
In Grade 6 Drama we have been creating original characters and challenging ourselves to try things outside of our comfort
zones. Students practised changing their physicality, voice and personality to create characters who were different ages or worked
in different jobs. Some characters were inspired by animals, while others were inspired by a way of walking or a new vocal pitch.
We have been watching some archetypal characters from movies to get inspiration. It has been a delight to see so many unique
characters appear in our classes (see photos).
Glynis Angell
Drama Teacher
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Rusmita B, 2AA

Astrid L, 4AA

JAYDEN’S HAIR JOURNEY
Congratulations to Jayden F from Grade 5AA who cut his hair last week
………. read his story.
We are extremely proud of Jayden after 4 years (one extra year due to
COVID) stepped up and got the big chop to his beautiful locks.
You can read more about his journey in the link below.
The hair he has donated will go to make wigs for kids who have been
through so much already.
All the funds Jay has raised through Hair with Heart support Variety’s grants
and programs for the kids❤️
You can still help by donating on
https://hairwithheart.variety.org.au/fundraisers/jaydenfong/hair-with-heart

Book Club….
Scholastic Book Club Issue 2 catalogues have been distributed to students.
Orders will close on Monday March 15 and all orders must be completed on
the Scholastic LOOP. No payments are received via the School.
More information on the Scholastic LOOP is attached to this newsletter and
also the newsletter feed.
Thanks you,
Julia Mutis, Book Club Coordinator.

2021 Term Dates
Term 1 : 27 January to Thursday 1 April (Good Friday, 2 April)
Term 2 : 19 April to 25 June
Term 3 : 12 July to 17 September
Term 4 : 04 October to 17 December

2021 Student Free Days
Monday, 22 March
Friday, 20 August
Thursday, 14 October
Friday 10 December
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Secondary School Transition …..

 BSC Open Night - Thursday 25 March 2021 from 6:00pm-8:00pm www.trybooking.com/BNKMI
 College Tours every Wednesday at 10:00am www.trybooking.com/BNKKD
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