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Diary Dates and upcoming events .... 
February 

Fri 25 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6) 

 

Mon 28 – Gr 1 ‘Mr Huff’ Incursion ($10) 

Mon 28 – Gr Prep ‘Your Birthday Was the Best’ inc ($10) 

Mon 28 – School Council 

 

March 

Tue 01 – Division Swimming Carnival (Team members) 

Tue 01 – Gr 2 Wild Action incursion ($20) 

Wed 02 – Gr 6 Melbourne Zoo excursion ($30) 

Fri 04 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6) 

March 

Tue 08 – Whole School “Healthy Living Day” (free) 

Fri 11 - Interschool Sport (Teams, Gr 5&6) 

 

Mon 14 – Labour Day Public Holiday (no school) 

Wed 16 – Fri 18 - Grade 5 Log Cabin Creswick Camp 

From the Principal…. 
 

3 WAY CONFERENCES 

Last Thursday the staff were very busy with this semester’s 3 Way Conferences. We hold the 3 Way Conferences early in the 

semester to enable parents, teachers and students to get together and talk about what is happening at school and share important, 

relevant information. Students play an integral role in the conference as they have to take a greater responsibility for their learning.  

Remember, if at any time you have any concerns regarding any aspect of your child’s schooling please contact their teacher; don’t 

wait until next semesters’ conferences. You can contact them through Compass.  

 

I would like to thank all of the families who were able to keep their children at home or make alternate arrangements, it 

was greatly appreciated. If we did not have the support from those families it would be impossible to run the day the way 

we do.  

 

SWIMMING SPORTS  

On Tuesday we had 25 students compete in the District Swimming Sports at the Coburg Pool. It was a great day for the children 

of Preston PS and 20 of them won through to the next level, the Division Finals. Our School’s team was also the overall winner on 

the day.  

Congratulations to all of the children who competed on Tuesday. Thanks to Louise Douglass for organising the team and to 

Dale Adams for going to the sports and supervising the children. Good luck to the children who are competing in the Division 

Finals next week.  

 

 

CHILDREN WHO ARE UNWELL 

I would like to thank those parents who have been using the RATs that the DET provided to regularly test their children for Covid.  

Over the past two years we have all been so focused on Covid that we have forgotten about other ailments that our children 

might have. Children are still feeling unwell due to gastro, hay fever, colds, runny noses, sore stomachs - and the list goes on.  

Unfortunately, we are having a number of children coming to School unwell but when we ring parents, they are telling us they have 

had a Covid test and they are negative therefore they are okay. This is often not the case. Please remember even if your child is 

negative for Covid, if they are feeling unwell, they should not come to school.  

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

On Monday night we will be holding our first meeting for the year and it is also the last meeting of our current School Council. If 

you are interested in being a member of School Council, please read the information below.  
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS  

Preston PS School Council is an elected body that consists of 8 parent reps, 4 staff reps, 2 co-opted members and the 

School Principal. Members are elected to School Council for a two-year period.  

We have 4 parent reps, 2 staff representatives and 2 co-opted positions that are up for election this year.  

The parent members who have completed their term are Sarah Kitchen, Rebecca Gray, Andrew Sirianni and Allison 

Harvey.  The staff member completing their two-year term is Joe Greige.  

We also have a one one-year parent vacancy available as Aaron Bond resigned from the Council in 2021.  

There is also a one-year Community co-opted position available.  

 

The positions are open to all parents who have a child attending Preston PS. If you are interested and would like further 

information relating to the role and time commitment of a School Council representative information has been sent out on 

Compass.  

The timeline for our election process is:  

Monday February 21st    Nominations open 

Monday February 28th   Nominations close at 4pm  

Tuesday March 1st    Names of candidates posted via Compass  

 

If there are more nominees than positions available there will be an election. The timeline below will be used if an 

election is needed.  

Thursday March 3rd  Ballot papers distributed to families  

Thursday March 10th  Close of Ballot at 4pm    

Tuesday March 15th   Votes counted 

Tuesday March 15th   Declaration of ballot - this will be published on Compass 

Monday April 4th  AGM - First School Council meeting to elect Office Bearers  

 

Nomination forms will be posted on Compass and will be available at the Senior School office. Parents can either self-nominate 

or have someone nominate them. Any person who is nominated MUST sign the nomination form to indicate they have accepted 

the nomination.  

If you would like any further information, please contact the me or Dale Adams on 9470 1167 or come into the school to have 

a chat with us. 

 

Regards, 

Janet Paterson,  

Principal. 

 
 

PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF CHILDREN THROUGHOUT THE DAY  

If your child arrives late for school, or they are leaving before 3.30pm, you need to go to the Office at the Senior School to sign 

them in or out using the Compass Kiosk.  

You can print a slip that you will need to give to your child’s teacher. Once you have signed your child in or out it will 

automatically update the child’s status on the roll. If you do not have a slip the teacher will ask you to go back to the Office to sign 

your child out.  

 
 

SCHOOL STARTING & FINISHING TIMES 

Parents please remember: 

It is most important that children arrive at school no earlier than 8.45am but before 9.00am. When children are late it 

has an effect on their learning as they are missing valuable instruction time. If you need to drop your child at school before 

8.45am they need to go to Before School Care.  

Parents need to be aware that there is no teacher on duty until 8.45am, therefore the gates will not be open until 8.45am 

 

School finishes at 3.30pm. Parents need to make the appropriate arranges for their children at the end of the day. Children 

cannot be left in the yard unsupervised. Any children not picked up by 3.45pm will be sent to the Out of Hours School Care 

Program and parents will be charged the appropriate fee.  

There is no teacher on duty after 3.45pm.   
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Grade Prep Report .... 

Creating a Community of Readers 

The Prep classes have been filled with excitement, laughter and learning!   

Last week the children began their learning journey as readers by discussing their favourite books. It was great to see the students 

talk about the stories and share the books with each other.  

This week the Prep Take home reading program begins! Parents, enjoy this reading journey with your child. Let’s work together 

and support them to be lifelong readers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3 Report .... 

It’s been a very busy start for the Grade 3 children. New classes, new teachers and new friendships.  

Therefore, it has been very important to instil a Growth Mindset in our students. In this mindset, the children believe that 

intelligence and talents can be improved through effort and learning. 

“I think I can. I know I can.” 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We have written about the activities we 
enjoy doing with our families and 

friends. 



SCHOOL VALUES:   ● RESPECT   ● RESPONSIBILITY   ● RESILIENCE   ● LEARNING SUCCESS 

 

Grade 5 Report .... 

The Grade 5 students have really hit the ground running and are making the most of a new year of on-site learning.  Those who 

were selected for a summer interschool sport team have demonstrated their commitment to before-school training (the warm 

sunny mornings certainly help!) and most students in the “Healthy Living Group” rate our weekly dodgeball tournament as a 

particular highlight.  

We’ve seen some very impressive persuasive writing on topics such as “If I Were Prime Minister” which generated a diverse range 

of mature and intriguing ideas on how we could improve life for everyone in Australia.  Our shared exploration of the book, 

“Young Dark Emu – a Truer History of Australia” has also given us new insights into indigenous culture.  We are very excited about 

our Creswick Camp in two weeks’ time, and although some of us are feeling a little nervous about being away from home, we can 

look forward to lots of super new experiences together. We thought we’d share some of our reflections so far:  

Isabelle T: “I love writing persuasive texts, but I’m especially looking forward to writing narratives in Term 2!” 

Axel: “Young Dark Emu is a book that tells the truth about the past. It has deep and serious themes that need to be taken seriously.  I 

believe reading this book is very important.” 

Aryan: “Cricket is fantastic because we play against other schools and test out our personal and team skills.” 

Beatrix J: “I’m really enjoying persuasive writing and I have a great teacher so I know  

I’m going to love Grade 5!” 

Mae: “I love how I get to do interschool sport, the swimming team and go on camp and Sovereign Hill!” 

Martyna: “I love my new teacher, interschool sports and writing this year. I’m looking forward  

to the rest of Grade 5.” 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Report .... 

Hi all! 

It has been great to start the music year with all our students at school and teach them face to face! 

Each grade level has been focusing on echo rhythms and beats, which is essentially copying the beat that has been played, using 

either body percussion or percussion instruments. The beats have varied within each year level but it has been great to hear the 

students repeating each beat in time as a collective unit. Some of the year levels have also answered short responses to the beat 

as it moves around the class such as telling us their name, a colour or their favourite food. Here, they learn to respond in time to 

the beat. 

Over the next few weeks students will use the concept of copy and repeat to learn and sing short songs and play different 

percussion instruments along with the song.  

Each year level is currently working on their ‘Music and Me’ page which shares some of the things in music that they really enjoy. 

It has been wonderful to read their responses and see that there is a strong connection and enjoyment to music. 

In between all this, students are enjoying listening and dancing along to different songs as music is a fun way to move around and 

be active. 

Til next time … 

Rock on! 

Jason 
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PRESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL WINS THE PRESTON DISTRICT SWIMMING CARNIVAL! 

All of the 25 students who competed should be very proud of their amazing efforts. Our team swam so well and finished 1st 

place overall! A fantastic result from our swimmers. Those who placed either 1st or 2nd are now going to compete at the 

Division Swimming Championships, which will be held on Tuesday 1st March at WaterMarc. 

DISTRICT PLACEGETTERS: 

1ST: 

• Atticus T – Boys 9/10 Freestyle, Breaststroke, Butterfly 

• Milla B – Girls 9/10 Freestyle 

• Tom J  – Boys 11 Backstroke 

• Luca S – Boys 12 Backstroke 

• Christopher M – Boys 11 Breaststroke 

• Phoebe J – Girls 9/10 Butterfly 

• Sebastian C – Boys 11 Butterfly 

• Nicholas M – Boys 12 Butterfly 

• Atticus T, Frankie H, Jackson D & Oliver T – Boys 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Jessica H, Lola C, Milla B & Phoebe J – Girls 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Tom J, Marc R, Max R & Christopher M – Boys 11 4x50m Relay 

• Atticus T, Tom J, Luca S & Nicholas M – Boys Medley Relay 

2ND:  

• Nicholas M – Boys 12 Freestyle 

• Tom J – Boys 11 Freestyle 

• Eve E – Girls 11 Breaststroke 

• Molly M – Girls 11 Butterfly 

• Nicholas M, Luca S, Mitchell S & Coen W -  

  Boys 12 4x50m Relay 

3RD : 

• Hannah B – Girls 12 Freestyle, Breaststroke 

• Frankie H – Boys 10 Backstroke 

• Jessica H – Girls 10 Backstroke 

• Tilly R – Girls 12 Backstroke 

• Milla B – Girls 10 Breaststroke 

• Luca S – Boys 12 Breaststroke 

• Georgia S – Girls 12 Butterfly 

• Molly M, Eve E, Ruby W & Phoebe J – Girls 11 4x50m Relay 

• Tilly R, Georgia S, Hannah B & Mietta H – Girls 12 4x50m Relay 

• Tilly R, Georgia S, Hannah B & Milla B – Girls Medley Relay 

 

DIVISION SQUAD & EVENTS: 

• Atticus T – Boys 9/10 Freestyle, Breaststroke, Boys 9/10 4x50m Relay, Boys Medley Relay 

• Tom J  – Boys 11 Backstroke, Freestyle, Boys 11 4x50m Relay, Boys Medley Relay  

• Luca S – Boys 12 Backstroke, Boys 12 4x50m Relay, Boys Medley Relay 

• Milla B – Girls 9/10 Freestyle, Girls 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Christopher M – Boys 11 Breaststroke, Boys 11 4x50m Relay 

• Phoebe J – Girls 9/10 Butterfly, Girls 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Nicholas M – Boys 12 Freesyle, Butterfly, Boys 12 4x50m Relay, Boys Medley Relay 

• Eve E – Girls 11 Breaststroke 

• Hannah B – Girls 12 Breaststroke 

• Molly M – Girls 11 Butterfly 

• Sebastian C – Boys 11 Butterfly 

• Jessica H – Girls 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Lola C – Girls 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Frankie H – Boys 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Jackson D – Boys 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Oliver T – Boys 9/10 4x50m Relay 

• Max R – Boys 11 4x50m Relay 

• Marc R – Boys 11 4x50m Relay 

• Mitchell S - Boys 12 4x50m Relay 

• Coen W – Boys 12 4x50m Relay 
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Uniform Shop….. 

The Uniform Shop is NOT open for counter sales.   

Orders can be made on Qkr through the week – up to 4.30 pm on Thursdays – and goods will be sent home with your child 

on Friday afternoon.   Both Mastercard AND Visa cards can be used.  

Bought the wrong size?  If you need to make an exchange for a different size, please leave the item/s you 

need to exchange (make sure all tags and packaging is included) at the Office through the week.  Swaps will be 

processed on Friday and sent home with children on Friday afternoon.   

PLEASE ensure your child’s hat and jumper/jacket is clearly labelled with your child’s full name. 

• Staff regularly check the Lost Property boxes and return uniform directly to classrooms.   

 

 

 

2022 Term Dates 

Term 1 : 31 January to 8 April  

Term 2 : 26 April to 24 June 

Term 3 : 11 July to 16 September 

Term 4 : 03 October to 20 December 
 

 
 

 

How to use CSEF / Credits in Compass…. 

Many families have credits and CSEF from 2021. 

To use your credits or CSEF follow the steps to complete payment. 

AFTER you have entered your permission, you will have the option of paying in full or 

paying with CSEF or Credit balance. 

If the Pay in Full dot is highlighted and you wish to use credits, click the Pay with 

CSEF or credit balance button and then click Process. 

If you don’t have enough credit to cover the full excursion, the Office will process your 

credit and contact you to let you know the balance. 

For instance, the excursion is $26 but you only have a $15 credit.  The $15 credit will be processed which will 

leave a balance to pay of $11.  Compass will be updated and you can then pay the $11. 

 
 

SUNSMART 
Children MUST remember to bring their hat to school EVERY day as we have a “No Hat No 

Play” rule that we enforce in Terms 1 and 4.  

Students must wear a school hat; baseball hats are not permitted.   

Students can also bring a drink bottle with them. The children are allowed to have the drink bottle with 

them during school time however the bottle must have a pop-top lid and it can only contain water.  

 

 

Do you have a health care card? 
• If you have previously lodged an application for CSEF it will roll over into this year. 

• If you are new to the School or your circumstances have changed, please complete the fillable form 

(attached in the newsfeed) and email to preston.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
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