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Diary Dates and upcoming events ....
March
Mon 15 – Wed 17 – Grade 5 Log Cabin Camp
Thu 18 – Gr 3 Go Climb exc
Thu 18 - Gr 4 Lego We-Do Inc ($15)
Thu 18 – Gr 5 High School for a Day @ Reservoir High
Fri 19 - Interschool Sport Grand Finals

March
Mon 29 – School Photos – information included in this newsletter –
For parents wanting sibling photos, please take note of
information enclosed regarding this.
April
Thu 01 – last day of Term 1, 2.30 pm finish
Fri 02 - Good Friday public holiday

Mon 22 – Student Free Day (no school or OHSC)

Mon 05 - Fri 16 – School Holidays
Mon 19 – Term 2 begins

From the Principal….
PUPIL FREE DAY MONDAY MARCH 22ND
NO CHILDREN TO ATTEND SCHOOL
NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE
This Friday March 19th is a National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence. All of our grades will be doing activities relating
to bullying and violence. It is important that, as a community, we do what we give our young people strategies to deal with bullying
and violence and do all we can to eradicate bullying from our society.
Being exposed to ongoing bullying or violence has a long lasting effect on all people, regardless of their age. In recent years cyber
bullying has become more prevalent in our community and it is having an enormous effect on people’s wellbeing. Sadly, where in
years gone by we actually had to be face to face with the bully, now they can get to us at all hours of the day and night. As adults
we need to be good role models for our children and not post derogative and disparaging things about others online. It is
important that parents are monitoring what their children are doing online.
Do you know what bullying is? Often parents use the word out of context and confuse behavior that is not nice with bullying.
I have included a definition of bullying for everyone to read.
DEFINITION OF BULLYING

The national definition of bullying for Australian schools says:
Bullying is an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that
causes physical and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power over one or
more persons. Bullying can happen in person or online, and it can be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). Bullying of
any form or for any reason can have long-term effects on those involved, including bystanders. Single incidents and
conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as bullying.
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include:





mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance)
not liking someone or a single act of social rejection
one-off acts of meanness or spite
isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.

However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved.
Exploring the definition further
Bullying has three main features:

It involves a misuse of power in a relationship,

It is ongoing and repeated,

It involves behaviours that can cause harm.
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HARMONY WEEK

This week across Australia people have been celebrating Harmony Week,
which culminates in Harmony Day on Monday March 22nd. Harmony Week
celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity.
It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.
Grades across our school have been doing various activities to celebrate the
week.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
On Monday evening we held the first meeting of the new council. The members of 2021 council are:
President - Emily Potter
Vice President – Aaron Bond
Parent reps - Sarah Kitchen, Andrew Sirianni, Domenic Brancatisano, Allison Harvey and Vi Truong.
DET reps - Mark Smith, Sue Norton, Sarah Giles and Joe Greige.
We currently have 3 one year vacancies available, if you are interested in taking up one these positions please contact me at
janet.paterson@education.vic.gov.au or call on 9470 1167.
GROUNDS WORKS
Last week we received approval from the Victorian Building Authority that we can go ahead with the construction of the COLA on
the basketball court at the Senior School. This will be the second phase of the overall project to revamp the area. The COLA will
be the same design as the one at the Junior School. The works will also include the installation of new basketball rings. We hope
that the works will be done during the Term 2 holiday period.
The third stage of the works, resurfacing the basketball court, will be done once the COLA is finished.
Regards,
Janet Paterson,
Principal.

Uniform Shop ……
Pinafores!!
Pinafores are available to purchase on Qkr – no need to pre-order!
Sizes range from 4 to M (size 16)
You’ll find the pinafores under “Dresses and Skorts”.
Don’t forget the ponte pants – these are a great option for girls in winter.

Book Levies ….
Thank you to all families who have made payment on their Book Levies for this year or entered into a payment plan on
Compass.
If you would like to enter into a payment plan, you still can. Compass will “catch you up” and take the Term 1
payment of $62.50 per child straight away.
The Term 2 instalment is due on 10 May. Reminders will be sent out on Compass in early Term 2.
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PHOTO DAY TIPS:
Dress:

Clean and tidy as per school uniform guidelines

Hair:

Neat and swept off face

Online Orders:

To pre-order online, take your personal Order and ID Numbers found on your order
form (sent home with children on Tuesday 16 March, check with your teacher if you
did not receive the order form – Grade 5, because of camp, you will receive yours
later in the week) and go to www.schoolpix.com.au.
Orders can be placed online up to 2 working days after photography.
If you misplace the order form you can still order online using the “Student Search”
function. Parents need to enter the student’s first name and last name and date of
birth. If it matches the information provided you will be able to continue to place an
order.
You do not need to return the order form if you order online.

Manual Orders:

Complete your order form and return with payment to school on photography day

Sibling Orders:

PLEASE READ THE INFORMATION IN THE BOX BELOW.
Only siblings that place an order will be photographed.

PO Box 5222, Hallam VIC 3803
Ph: 1300 766 055
Email: help@schoolpix.com.au

IMPORTANT SIBLING PORTRAITS INFORMATION
If you would like to have a sibling portrait photo taken, please note that there have been
changes to the time that the photo will be taken.
If you have siblings that attend both the Junior and Senior Schools, the photo MUST be taken
BEFORE school.
The photos will be taken between 8:00 and 8:45am in the Milking Shed at the Senior School.
Please ensure that your children are here with plenty of time for the photo to be taken.
If your children attend the same campus, their sibling portrait will be taken during the day.
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Grade Prep Report ....
Our Very Hungry Caterpillars!
On Friday as part of our weekly Prep Language Experience, we looked at the all-time classic Eric Carle picture story book of ‘The
Very Hungry Caterpillar’. The children loved hearing about the small caterpillar that emerges from an egg and begins eating
everything in sight. Finally, it is no longer hungry and no longer small. The big, fat caterpillar builds a cocoon around himself and
finally emerges as a beautiful butterfly.
We focused on the language used and we plotted the main events on a story graph. As a class we then brainstormed lots of other
yummy foods that our very own hungry caterpillar could eat; and with assistance, the children wrote their own sentence!
The highlight of this language experience was the craft element where we used various fine motor skills such as colouring, cutting
and sequenced threading to make our very own caterpillar necklaces to wear. Our weekly language experiences are always an
engaging way to help develop our language and writing skills through first hand experiences.

Grade 3 Report ....
Maths: Fractions Fun!
This week, students in Grade 3 are having fun with fractions. To begin our fraction unit, we are showing fractions of shapes,
lines and groups of objects using materials in our classroom such as paper, pipe cleaners and pegs, blocks and counters. In
Miss V’s Maths group, the Rulers group started by looking at thirds.
Thirds is 3 equal groups – Tea V
We use the number 1 to show a whole – Grace T
I made thirds out of 24 blocks – 3 groups of 8 – Owen H
I used 2 pegs to show thirds on my pipe cleaner line – Nicholas P
I liked folding thirds using the paper squares – Alyssa P
During their rotation activity, the Calculators group made fractions using concrete materials and used the iPads to take photos.
This helps students create a mental image of different fractions and ways they can be shown. Eve and Alexis worked together
to make eighths. Mudit made many different fractions. Sophia and Charlize worked together and made quarters.
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Grade 6 Report ....
Grade 6 Camp
There was one thing that COVID-19 couldn’t stop in 2020 and that was Grade 6 Camp. It was touch and go again this year, with
a lock down occurring just weeks before we were to head up the Hume Highway, but with luck on our side we were on our way
to Canberra. Grade 6 had a very busy week on their annual visit to Canberra, taking in many sights and experiences and all the
while having heaps of fun. On the first day in Canberra we visited the National Capital Exhibition before venturing to Government
and Parliament House and getting some ‘hands on’ experience at how our nation is run. The day was finished off with a fun filled
journey to Questacon, where we had lots of hands on experiences involving many different scientific principles.
The middle of the week brought another adventurous day, we were up early taking in the sights of the Australian War Memorial.
Then it was time to burn off some energy at the Institute of Sport (AIS). We started with some interactive sports exhibits at
Sportex and finished with games of European Handball and Ultimate Frisbee. However, the AIS served as a prelude to the main
event of the night – Laser Tag! It was a close battle to see whether teacher or student could claim bragging rights for the
remainder of the year and it still remains a debatable issue to today.
Thursday was our last full day of activities and we started off with visits to Old Parliament House and the Electoral Education
Centre. We then took in some interesting sights at the National Portrait Gallery and came up with some very interesting art of
our own. The next stop had us all reaching into our pockets as we stepped into the Royal Australian Mint. Many of us left with
some very shiny $1 coins that we got to make ourselves.
We all had a great time but were very relieved to get home and have a well-earned rest.

News from the PE Department ....
The lovely weather is allowing us to enjoy being outside and keeping our bodies moving.
The Junior School students have been huffing and puffing while they practise their running and dodging skills. We have also
focussed on overarm and underarm throw as well as many other activities to further develop their hand-eye coordination and
gross motor skills.
In the middle and senior areas of the school, the students have enjoyed working on their throwing, catching and striking skills.
They have enjoyed participating in sports such as rounders, cricket and tee ball. It has been wonderful to see so much enthusiasm
amongst the students during PE sessions.

Let’s Get Active!
On Thursday 11th March the students and teachers participated in a whole school ‘Let’s Get Active’ Day. Students from each
house team participated in a variety of activities both in and out of the classroom, based around living an active and healthy life.
Several ‘healthy lifestyle’ based activities were running across the classrooms including yoga, healthy eating pyramid investigations,
mindfulness and more.
One of the highlights of the day was the Tabloid Sports. There were a range of physical activities for each group of students to
try. Everyone enjoyed working through the stations with their cross-aged group and it was wonderful to see so many students
having a go at new things and the older students supporting the younger ones.
A great time was had by all!
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House Captains Report – Term 1 Whole School Event ….
On Thursday the 11th of March we had the first Whole School Event Day for 2021. The theme was Let’s Get Active Tabloid Sports.

Bowden
Bowden students participated in a range of different activities; some of the activities were making
crowns, colouring and a sports course. Marshall from 1AA said “My favourite activity was making fruit
crowns out of paper”. Jordie, one of Bowden’s house captains said his favourite part was the hockey
course and our other captain Elsie, enjoyed the soccer goals. We hope you enjoyed it too.
Elsie and Jordie – your 2021 Bowden house captains!

Hanna
All students in Hanna house got a chance to participate in nine sport rotations. In the classroom we
coloured in famous athletes and created new teams in multiple areas of sports. We had loads of fun and
we are looking forward to Term 2.
Harry and Emma, your 2021 Hanna house captains!

Jeffrey
Jeffrey students made fun split pin running people, made a healthy meal with arts and crafts and
participated in many more fun activities! Instead of a performance, specialist teachers set up Tabloid
Sports rotation activities. We did many fun sports activities including … soccer goals, basketball shots
and hockey dribbling. Everyone had so much fun and we can’t wait for next term!
Owen and Asha - your 2021 Jeffrey House Captains

Tyler
Tyler students started their day with Tabloid Sports rotations, which included sprints, beanbag relays and
lots of other activities! Students went on to do an exercise video that got their blood pumping! They
concluded their day with interesting drawing activities.
Erin and Harumi - your 2021 Tyler House Captains!

Visit from Federal MP Ged Kearney for our Special Projects Group….
This year, a group of students from Grades 4, 5 and 6 will be given an opportunity to work on some special projects. These
projects could be specifically for our School but may also have a focus on our local community or broader ideas and issues.
These projects may result in providing a service, resource or facility or even promoting awareness of a particular issue. The
initial ideas generated from the group have a range of these outcomes and the enthusiasm the students have, is great to see.
Once the projects have been finalised the aim is the students will drive them and provide them with opportunities to
collaborate on ideas, take on roles and responsibilities within these projects and then promote and present these projects to
our school, local and wider communities.
Last week, Federal MP for Cooper, Ged Kearney, visited the students at School to listen to the students’ ideas and provide
us with her thoughts on what may be good ideas for our local and wider communities. It was fantastic to hear the discussions
between her and the students and she was very impressed with many of the possible project ideas.
Jason Sofra.
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Juliette C, PAB

Oscar C, PAB

2021 Term Dates
Term 1 : 27 January to Thursday 1 April (Good Friday, 2 April)
Term 2 : 19 April to 25 June
Term 3 : 12 July to 17 September
Term 4 : 04 October to 17 December

2021 Student Free Days
Monday, 22 March
Friday, 20 August
Thursday, 14 October
Friday 10 December

Head Lice ….
A reminder to parents to regularly check your child’s hair for head lice. Headlice are
extremely contagious. We suggest that you look for the following symptoms or signs that
would indicate the presence of headlice:





Generally: child scratching his/her head excessively,
On pillows: fine black powder or pale coloured material,
In the hair: signs of lice eggs (“nits” – cream or coffee coloured specks close to hair
roots,
Lice: small white or ‘greyish’ parasites the approximate size of a pinhead.

If you notice any of the above signs, treatment should be commenced immediately as your child
could be excluded from school if not treated.
**Please also read the Department of Health info included in this newsletter.
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Secondary School Transition …..

 BSC Open Night - Thursday 25 March 2021 from
6:00pm-8:00pm www.trybooking.com/BNKMI
 College Tours every Wednesday at 10:00am
www.trybooking.com/BNKKD
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