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Diary Dates and upcoming events ....
Tuesday, 02 November – Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – no school

From the Principal….
On Monday we welcomed back our Prep children and they were so excited.
There were lots of huge smiles on their faces when they saw their friends and teachers.
They have settled back into school life in a very easy manner.
Hopefully we will see the same response as the children in the other year levels transition
back to school.

TIMETABLE FOR RETURN TO SCHOOL
MONDAY

TUESDAY

Week 3
ONSITE
REMOTE
Week 4
ONSITE
REMOTE
Week 5
ONSITE

October 18
PREPS
1-6
25
PREPS
1-6
November 1
Preps

REMOTE
Week 6
ONSITE

19
PREPS
1-6
26
PREPS 3, 4
1,2,5,6,
2
MELBOURNE
CUP DAY

8

9

WEDNESDAY
20
PREPS
1-6
27
PREPS 3, 4
1,2,5,6,
3
PREPS 3, 4
1,2,5,6,
10
ALL YEAR LEVELS

THURSDAY
21
1/2
P,3,4,5,6
28
1, 2, 5, 6
P,3,4
4
1, 2, 5, 6
P, 3, 4
11

FRIDAY
22
1, 2, 5, 6
P,3,4,
29
1, 2, 5, 6
P,3,4
5
ALL YEAR
LEVELS

12

SCHOOL VALUES: ● RESPECT ● RESPONSIBILITY ● RESILIENCE ● LEARNING SUCCESS

MASK MANDATE
We have been advised that the DET, under the guidance of the Chief Health Officer, has mandated that all students in Years 3 to 6
will be required to wear a mask when at school. It is recommended that students in Years Prep to 2 wear a mask. Parents will be
responsible for supplying their child with a mask.
I sent out a letter via Compass on Tuesday October 19 outlining the DET guidelines. All children who are wearing a mask need to
bring a zip lock bag with them each day with their name clearly marked on it. This will be used to store their mask hygienically
when they are outside and not required to wear it.

RETURNING TO SCHOOL
I appreciate that some parents are a bit hesitant to send their children back to school at present. The advice from the DET is:
In keeping with expert public health advice, some students may be at higher risk for severe outcomes or complications
of COVID-19, for example those with chronic medical conditions. Any student with a chronic medical condition should
seek advice from their medical practitioner about attending school onsite at different stages in the COVID-19
pandemic. Given most of these conditions are rare in children, it should be an uncommon event for a child to be
determined by a medical practitioner to be unable to return to school due to an ongoing medical reason raising
concerns about COVID-19, outside of an acute illness.
If a family make the decision not to send their child/children back to school, they must provide the school with a medical certificate
outlining the reason the child is unable to return. Teachers will only be providing a remote learning program for children who have
a chronic medical condition. If your child does not meet the guidelines, they will be marked absent, Parent Choice, and the school
will not be providing any remote learning program.
GROUNDS WORKS AT THE JUNIOR SCHOOL
During the lockdown we had two new basketball rings installed at the Junior School. Next week we are having the lines marked on
the ground for a mini court which should make the children very happy.
We also had to take out the slide on the western side of the playground as it was not compliant with the current play equipment
regulations. We have had an amphitheatre installed which the teachers can use as an outside classroom.
We were supposed to have the COLA at the Senior School installed during the holiday break however due to the construction
industry shut down it was put on hold. We are hoping the work will begin in the next week or two.
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RETURN TO ONSITE LEARNING
With the return to onsite learning the DET has directed schools to ensure we take as many precautions as possible to prevent an
outbreak of covid in the School. The DET has provided us with a list of various things that we can or cannot do. The list below is
not an exhaustive one, but contains things that effect Preston PS.
I am expecting there will be changes so I will keep parents updated with any important information that is applicable.
Key actions for schools

Metropolitan Melbourne and
Restricted Areas

Regional Victoria

YES – INDOORS AND
OUTDOORS

YES – INDOORS AND
OUTDOORS

Working across multiple sites

NO

MINIMISE

Minimise cohort mixing: Stagger
breaks and arrival and departure
times
COVIDSafe routine cleaning

YES

YES

YES

YES

Community use of school facilities
(indoors)

NO

YES

Libraries (for borrowing and as a
learning space)
Visitors to schools

NO

YES

ESSENTIAL VISITS ONLY

ESSENTIAL VISITS ONLY

Health, wellbeing, inclusion visits

ESSENTIAL VISITS ONLY

YES

School tours

NO

NO

Excursions

NO

NO

Swimming and all other pool use

NO

YES

Incursions

NO

NO

School photos

NO

NO

Camps and overnight stays

NO

NO

Assemblies (whole school and
year level), formals, graduations
Kinder transition program

NO

NO

TBC

TBC

Statewide transition day

TBC

TBC

All sporting activities (indoor,
outdoor, contact and noncontact)
All interschool activities (such as
debating)
Singing, brass and woodwind
classes and groups

NO

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

Face masks

ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2022
As we are currently in the process of organising our staffing and grades for 2022 and it is important that we have an accurate
indication of the number of students who will be attending Preston PS in 2022.
If your child is currently in Grade Prep to 5 and they will not be returning to Preston in 2022 we would appreciate it if you
could let us know as soon as possible.
Please contact the school either by phone on 94701167, or email us at preston.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Regards,
Janet Paterson,
Principal.
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Grade 1 Report ....
Journey to Space!
10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1… BLASTOFF!
Last Friday, the Grade 1 students dusted off their space suits, hopped on a rocket and ventured into the great unknown... SPACE!
We had a great day exploring outer space, looking at some amazing planets and learning some new and interesting things about
the galaxy. We even came across some friendly aliens along the way!
As remote learning is (hopefully) coming to an end, we thought the idea of ‘space’ would be a great vessel to engage the children
in their day’s work. Descriptive writing, grid references, visualisation and comprehension were just some of the activities the
children completed, all under the theme of space. It’s safe to say the students had an amazing day!

Grade 2 Report ....
During home learning the Grade 2 students have enjoyed doing Science experiments as part of our weekly STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering & Maths) sessions.
Last week we incorporated Science and Maths to make 3 Dimensional shapes. On Friday the students made playdoh with
Ms Carden. They measured out the ingredients and followed the instructions to make their playdoh. They then used the playdoh
they had made and some toothpicks to build a 3-dimensional shape of their choice.
Here is what some of the Grade 2 students enjoyed about the task:
I liked the activity because it had both Science and Math. I enjoyed measuring the items and mixing the
dough. It was also fun making shapes with the dough. Shiva
I had fun when we were mixing the food colouring into the playdoh. Lincoln
I really liked playing and making the playdoh and using it to make shapes and learn new things.
Duncan
I really enjoyed making the Play-Doh and feel like it is better than real Play-Doh. I also like that I can
make it any time. Alanah
My favourite activity last week was making the play dough because it’s fun, amazing and cool. I played
with it on the weekend with my brother. Hayden
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Grade 6 Report ....
Looking back, moving forward
With the Grade 6 students set to return to school on Friday we thought it was a good time to reflect on what we have learnt and
what we are looking forward to in our final term of school at Preston Primary School.
What I have learnt about myself…

What I am looking forward to…

“I’ve learnt the importance and value of friendship.” Olivia
“I have learnt to appreciate the work teachers have set for
us.” Ruben
“Lockdown has been tough but this year has still been my
favourite year as I’ve been able to go on walks with my
friends.” Will
“I’ve found remote learning tough but I’ve pushed through.”
Amaya
“I’ve really enjoyed baking and painting during remote
learning.” Maddie
“I have learnt to be more proactive with my learning.” Adam
“Do not give up when things are tough.” Gregory
“I’ve become more creative.” Kayla

“I can’t wait to see my friends and see a human face that is
not over facetime.” Alex
“I can’t wait for Christmas with my grandparents.” Noah
“I can’t wait for graduation!” Gabby
“I’m really excited to see my friends.” Zara
“I’m looking forward to starting High School so I can have
new opportunities and challenges.” Matilda
“I am looking forward to making new friends in High School.”
Athena
“I can’t wait to hang out with friends and graduate.” Sarah
“I’m excited for the last day of school and hanging out with
my friends.” Klara
“I can’t wait to go back to school and see all of my friends.”
Alessia

Physical Education Report ....
PE Superstars at Home
It has been wonderful to see so many of you enjoying being active out in the nicer weather. We have loved seeing a variety of
different sports skills being demonstrated in the videos and photos you have sent in. It always puts a smile on our faces 😊
We have trampoline tricksters, basketballers, soccer stars, aerobics masters, yoga lovers, biking enthusiasts, joyful runners and
walkers, rollerblading racers and so many more active stars.
It is wonderful!!
We are very excited to see you all back at school over the next week and look forward to you being able to enjoy sharing your
skills with your classmates.
Bring it on!!
Louise & Mrs Hayes 😊
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Huw O, 1AD

Talia C, 4AA

100 Days of School
On Tuesday the Prep students celebrated 100 days of school. Well done everyone!

Uniform …..
Unfortunately, we are still unable to open our Uniform Shop for counter sales.
Should you need any items of uniform, orders can still be made on Qkr.
•

Please remember that when we are back at School, Term 4 is a “hat” term and
children will need to have a hat on when playing outside.

2022 Grade 6 jumpers and polos are now available to order on Qkr.
Information has been sent to Grade 5 families by Compass newsfeed.
https://qkr-store.qkrschool.com/store/#/home
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