Wednesday Weekly
Preston Primary School 240 Tyler Street Preston 3072 Ph : 9470 1167 email address : preston.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Before and After School Care Program – Permanent and Casual Bookings / Cancellations – Telephone / SMS - 0407 351 708

The newsletter of Preston Primary School, 27 October, 2021
Website: www.preston-ps.vic.edu.au

Diary Dates and upcoming events ....
Monday, 01 November – return to onsite learning
Tuesday, 02 November – Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – no school

From the Principal….
Yesterday we received the very sad news that our much loved and admired friend and
colleague Sue Norton had passed away after a short illness. Sue started work at Preston in
2000 and throughout the following 21 years has worked tirelessly in many roles. In the past
few years Sue’s role has been that of a curriculum coordinator and mentor to staff.
Sue was an outstanding educator and an avert learner. She was constantly engaged in professional learning
to ensure she was up to date with current educational practice. It was in her role as a mentor that Sue
really shone. She was always eager and willing to help the staff with any and all aspects of their role as a
teacher. She willingly gave up time to talk with them to give them advice and reassurance on both
educational and personal matters. She also loved the time she spent working with the children and they
loved it when she would listen to them read or work in their classroom. Sue was also a member of School
Council throughout her time at Preston. I know the staff will cherish the memories of the times we spent
with Sue.
On a personal note, I will miss Sue enormously. To me she was not only a colleague but also a friend. I was
very fortunate to have worked with Sue for so long. Sue was always a good person to mull over ideas and
thoughts with. She was intelligent, articulate, passionate and loved to share a laugh.
Beyond the contribution Sue made to Preston PS her most treasured role was that of a wife, mother and
grandmother to her much loved, family. Sue was due to retire last term however it was delayed due to her
illness. It is so sad that she didn’t get to enjoy all that she had planned.
Our love and condolences go out to Andy, Eleanor, Phoebe, Tess and their families. Gone too soon.
RETURN TO SCHOOL
On Monday November 1st all year levels will return to onsite learning. It will be lovely to have everyone
back together. We will continue to have a staggered drop off and pick up schedule for the children.
All year levels can arrive at school any time between 8.45 and 9.00am each morning. The children should
walk straight to their classroom.
Pick up:
Junior School
Grade Prep will be dismissed at 3.20pm
Grade 1 will be dismissed at 3.30pm
Senior School
Grades 2-3 will be dismissed at 3.20pm - If a child in Grade 2-3 has a sibling in Grades 4-6 they will be
dismissed at 3.30pm
Grades 4-6 will be dismissed at 3.30pm
The children can use any gate to enter or exit the School.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
On Monday evening School Council held their meeting. At the meeting we discussed the fact that many
families had paid for events including camps and excursions that had to be cancelled.
The process of refunding parents is a very onerous one. As we are not able to refund money back on to
credit cards, every family would have to provide us with their bank details and then each refund would have
to be processed individually.
School Council agreed that we would not refund payments directly, but credit the payments against the next
excursion or camp that the child attends.
For families who have paid any money for a camp or an excursion and will no longer be attending Preston PS
in 2022, we will contact those parents to organise a refund.
At this stage I am aware that schools can now proceed with excursions and camps however the DET has not
provided schools with the exact protocols. Once we are aware of these, we will look to book an excursion
at each year level and hopefully the Grade 4 camp will be able to proceed in December.
POSITIVE COVID CASE
On Monday I was notified that a student who had been on site on Friday had tested positive to Covid 19.
I have followed all of the DET instructions including notifying the families who had a child who was deemed
to be a Primary Close Contact (PCC) of the positive student.
The current DET protocols in relation to a positive case in a school are:
•

Contact the DET to provide them with information about the positive case

•

Identify the Primary Close Contacts (PCC)

•

Complete a spread sheet which contains the information of all of the PCC

•

Send the spread sheet back to the DET who then send it to the Department of Health

•

Notify the parents and carers of the PCC

•

All PCC need to get tested and isolate.

•

PCC who are fully vaccinated need to get a further test on day 6 and if negative can return to school
on day 7

•

PCC who are not vaccinated need to get a further test on day 13 and if negative can return to school
on day 14.

•

Only the PCC need to isolate for 7 or 14 days the other members of the family are not required to
isolate if the PCC is negative.

•

The DET no longer does a deep clean of the whole school they only clean the rooms that the positive
case was in.

During the day on Monday, I was also required to attend a WebEx meeting with a DET representative and
other principals in our region who have had a positive case, where they outlined the process.
Whenever a school has a positive case, they are required to attend the meeting to ensure the current
guidelines are being followed.
As with many of the current guidelines in relation to Covid are changing, so are the protocols that schools
are required to follow.
Regards,
Janet Paterson,
Principal.
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Grade Prep Report ....
The Prep 100 Days of School Celebration!
Since the beginning of the year, as a part of our morning routine each day we have been counting towards our 100 days of school
celebration. We would giggle in anticipation about the day that felt like it would never come and for our Prep children, it seemed
like the number 100 was completely out of reach, especially when Remote Learning was thrown into the mix. Nevertheless, we
continued to count each day of school via WebEx and eventually – we got there!
Everyone marked the occasion online on this 100th day and upon our return back into the classroom, we decided to have a big in
person celebration in our classrooms! Our celebration was themed as we all dressed up as though we had just turned 100 years
old. We had many special activities all relating to the number 100 also. We made little old people as a part of our craft and wrote
about all the things we had learned in our 100 (well, more!) days of school. The students had fantastic ideas relating to maths,
literacy and even friendship. Counting to 100 was also a big part of the day and students took part in lots of maths activities
relating to this special number by using counting patterns or even number recognition.
The afternoon was a crowd favourite as each grade had a fun-tastic party with plenty of dancing, lots of laughter and even a sweet
treat. It was wonderful to be able to reflect on everything we have learnt this year and all of our wonderful achievements in Prep.
The Prep teachers couldn’t be more proud of the students and how far they have come since day one and we are so excited to
watch the students continue on their learning journey.

Grade 3 Report ....
During home learning the Grade 3 children have shown their dedication and enthusiasm towards further developing their
Narrative writing skills.
They have worked extremely hard to make their writing more descriptive by using their senses to create a visual image for the
reader, incorporating sophisticated vocabulary and language to elaborate on their ideas. They have definitely produced some
incredible stories that build suspense to keep you on the edge of your seat!
Last week, the students read a given ‘Story Starter’ for an image called ‘The Troll’ and answered questions about it. To make their
writing more interesting, they used these ideas to continue on in a creative and imaginative way. Part of the writing process
involved editing the work carefully. It was wonderful to see some of them choose to illustrate or publish their writing!

Lachie
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Grade 4 Report ....
After a long stint of remote and flexible learning, it was so lovely to see our Grade 4 children back this week on
Tuesday and Wednesday.
It provided a fantastic opportunity for students to reconnect with their friends, get back into the classroom and
complete some fun learning and just enjoy being back at Preston Primary to experience all the things we love about
school.
The Grade 4 team would like to say a big thank you to all families for your resilience and support during the remote
learning phase. It was fantastic to see how engaged all the students were and how much learning occurred.

Mr Murphy, Tracey, Joanna and Sharee

Music Report ....
Hi all!
It has been wonderful to be back at school and to see how excited the students have been to
return to class, play with their friends and enjoy their learning!
Since our last report for music, the students have been completing remote learning
activities. They have ranged from listening to different types of music and reflecting on
how it makes them feel to them creating their own concert posters of themselves,
commercials using music, music videos and even dressing up as their favourite rockstars
(Freddie Mercury was a popular choice) – with plenty of dancing in between!
It has been wonderful to see what they have been able to produce throughout remote learning.
Now that we are back at school, we will return to listening and understanding more
styles of music, use class instruments to learn short songs and create our own sounds
to complement our remote learning and have fun!
Til next time – rock on!
Jason
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Grace C, PAB

Flynn R, 6AD

Uniform …..
Our Uniform Shop is closed for counter sales.
Orders made on Qkr up to 4.30 pm on each Thursday will be processed each Friday and sent home with children.
•

Please remember that Term 4 is a “hat” term and children will need to wear a
hat when playing outside.

2022 Grade 6 jumpers and polos are now available to order on Qkr.
Information has been sent to Grade 5 families by Compass newsfeed.
https://qkr-store.qkrschool.com/store/#/home

Head Lice ….
A reminder to parents that with the return to onsite learning to regularly check your child’s hair
for head lice. Headlice are extremely contagious. We suggest that you look for the
following symptoms or signs that would indicate the presence of headlice:
•

Generally: child scratching his/her head excessively,

•

On pillows: fine black powder or pale coloured material,

•

In the hair: signs of lice eggs (“nits” – cream or coffee coloured specks close to hair
roots,

•

Lice: small white or ‘greyish’ parasites the approximate size of a pinhead.

If you notice any of the above signs, treatment should be commenced immediately as your child
could be excluded from school if not treated.
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