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I know that many of us are experiencing fatigue with the current Remote Learning. At this time, we all need
to work together and do the best we can. I understand that on some days it can become too much for
parents who are trying to juggle their own work and their child’s learning. Unfortunately, we have no control
over the situation, and we need to do what we can.
Currently the DET is asking schools to focus on student attendance, learning and wellbeing. While I think it is
important that the children are engaged in their learning each day, there are days when the well-being of the
children and or their parents outweighs the learning. I think it is important that parents take into account
their own well-being and the well-being of their children and if that means having a day of no remote learning
then it is what it is. I don’t however expect or want that to be a regular occurrence.
We have been asked by the DET to contact families whenever their child is not
participating in the day’s program. If your family decides that it is too much on any day,
could you please enter your child’s absence on Compass. This will mean your child’s
teacher knows that your child will not be online, and they will not have to contact you.
I can assure you that the staff are eagerly awaiting the return to onsite learning for all
students. Here’s hoping that won’t be long off.
TEACHER SUPPORT
We have an overwhelming proportion of our students working extremely hard during the current lockdown.
They are joining WebEx meetings every day and completing all of the assigned tasks. It has been great to
receive such positive feedback from the staff about their commitment to their learning.
The teachers are there to provide support to the students throughout the day, so please make sure that your
child utilise their help if they need it. The teachers are trying their very best to make the program as
enjoyable as possible for the children while ensuring they are still learning.
Thank you to all of those parents who have sent the staff some very positive feedback, they really appreciate
it.
ONSITE PROGRAM
With the changes to the rules in regard to the lockdown the DET have provided schools with further
guidelines on who can attend the onsite program. See below:
To help slow the spread of the virus, we need your support in complying with the new strengthened restrictions and
helping our public health team to get ahead of this virus.
We request parents, carers and families continue to do the right thing by following all health directives. This includes
making careful and supportive choices about accessing on-site supervision at school.
From tomorrow, Wednesday 18 August, under the new strengthened restrictions in place across metropolitan
Melbourne, an authorised worker permit will be required for authorised workers to attend a workplace.
This also means that from tomorrow, parents and carers in metropolitan Melbourne can only request on-site
supervision for their child/ren in the below categories:
A. Children where both parents and or carers are considered authorised workers who cannot work from
home, work for an authorised provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be made:
o

Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers, working outside the home in
order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision.

o

For single parents/ carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home in order for their
children to be eligible for on-site provision.

Parents and carers who are authorised workers will need an authorised worker permit from their employers to access
on-site supervision for their child/ren in Category A.
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On-site supervision continues to be available for the below students:
B. Children experiencing vulnerability, including:
o

in out-of-home care

o

deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service, and assessed as
requiring education and care outside the family home

o

identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, (including via referral from a
government agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth justice service or
mental health or other health service)

o

Where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable because they cannot
learn from home, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family stress, the school
must provide on-site supervision for that student. This may apply to students enrolled in specialist
schools and students with a disability enrolled in mainstream schools.

An authorised worker permit is not required for accessing on-site supervision under Category B.
I would love for every child to be onsite but regrettably that is not an option at this time.
RESOURCES
I know this is a challenging time. There are a number of supports available. These include:
•

A short video produced by headspace with tips and strategies for parents and carers during lockdown

•

Student Mental Health and Wellbeing resources for advice

•

Advice for students about how to adapt during COVID-19

•

Resources for learning from home

•

Translated resources for learning from home

WHOLE SCHOOL EVENT DAY
On Wednesday August 25th we are going to have a Whole School event day. Like we normally do on a
Whole School event day the children will be working in their House groups. Our House Captains have been
working together with the Grade 6 teachers to organise the day. They have each made videos that they will
share with the students in their house on the day. They have organised lots of different games and activities
the children can play and do throughout the day. It should be lots of fun.
The activities will be related to “Book Week” so the children will be able to dress up as their favourite book
character or in their House t-shirt. It will also be a great opportunity for siblings to work together for the
day. Further details will be sent out to the children via their grades Google Classroom.
DEBATING COMPETITION
Today some of our Grade 5 students competed in the second round of the debating competition run by
Reservoir High School which was facilitated on WebEx.
Congratulation to all of the children and Gayle Dart who has been working with the children to prepare for
the debates.
Team 1 Alannah S, Hannah B, Isabella A, (best speaker)
Team 2 Sierra B, Coen W and Markella G (best speaker)
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TEAM PLANNING
Our teachers are required to have time during the week for planning and preparation however currently
they have been not been having dedicated sessions like they normally would.
As of next week, every year level will be using an afternoon session from 1.00pm to 3.30pm for planning
time.
During this time, they will be able plan the program for the coming week, discuss how things are going
within their team and make resources. The team will let parents know which afternoon they will be
dedicating to planning. The teachers will not be available to provide support or feedback during their
planning session.
Regards,
Janet Paterson,
Principal.

Science Week ….

Grade 1 Report ....
This term in Grade 1 we have been reading non-fiction books and writing our own Information Reports about many
amazing animals including the tiger, shark, eagle and King Cobra snake.
We have watched some amazing videos to help take notes and then turned these dot points into interesting
sentences.
This week, whilst learning at home, the students have done a fantastic job of joining small group and whole class
WebEx sessions to share their writing.
Keep up the great work Grade 1, we are so proud of you and what you are achieving during remote learning!

Grade 2 Report ....
In Writing this term, Grade 2 students have been learning how to write persuasive texts. They are all thoroughly
enjoying debating their opinions and trying to persuade their teachers and peers that their point of view is correct.
Although we are back to home learning, Google Classroom and WebEx, the students are continuing to work on their
persuasive texts. This week students have made a plan and finished a writing piece on whether they agree or not that
cats are better than dogs. It has been great to see the students learn and improve in the persuasive writing structure,
adding persuasive devices and developing stronger arguments in their writing pieces.
The biggest highlight for Grade 2 over the last couple of weeks at School has been the Olympics. Each class has been
keeping a tally of the Olympic medals. Students have also had the chance to find Olympic facts about a country
competing and have been using the tally boards to practice their skip counting.
Well done to Grade 2 for adapting so well to home learning and continuing to try their best at home. Your
teachers are really proud of you all!

Medal Count

2AB morning WebEx

Small writing focus group

Grade 5 Report ....
Debating Success for Grade 5!
Before our current lock-down, Round 1 of the inter-school debating program run by Reservoir High School was held.
Starting with an on-line workshop with experienced students from Reservoir, 24 Grade 5 students explored the basic
debating concepts of Matter, Method and Manner.
After some VERY entertaining and exuberant mock debates, our first two teams were chosen. The excitement and
anticipation rapidly increased as Anas, Claudia, Vienna (Team 1) and Azura, Anastasia, Nicholas (Team 2)
embraced their Round 1 topic of “TV Does More Harm Than Good” and began preparing their arguments for both the
affirmative and negative cases. Competition day finally arrived and what a day it was!
Despite the understandable nerves everyone felt, both Preston teams gave it their all and were happily rewarded with
twin victories. Adding to our excitement, Claudia and Anastasia were then declared best debaters for their
outstanding individual performances. As with all team efforts, many people contributed to the successful outcome.
An enormous thank you to Fabian who generously provided transport to and from the venue, and to our team of
researchers for your fantastic support of the speakers.
An exhilarating and memorable day for all!
Our Round 2 competition was held on WebEx.

News from the Art Program ....
Unfortunately, our Art Hub Community has once again been interrupted by yet another Covid lockdown.
This week’s task was to create a patterned snake.
Children from Prep to Year 6 were encouraged to be as creative as they liked. They
could draw or make their snake using any materials available in their home.
Thank you to all the children and families who are participating and working hard
during this time. We have so many creative children!
Overall, we had an amazing response from all grade levels and terrific artwork has
been produced and submitted. It is lovely to be able to respond to the children’s
artwork and give feedback.
We are looking forward to creating more masterpieces in the Art Rooms as soon as
we can!
HAPPY CREATING!
Debbie Galtry and Mavra Kotsabouikis

Aria T, PAA

Prep Bag Survey …..
At the beginning of the school year, the Department of Education and
Training provided every Prep student attending a Victorian government
school with a red Prep bag.
The Prep bags contained 14 items, including children’s storybooks,
flyers, stickers, and stationery items, all designed to help Prep students
and their parents and carers thrive from the start of Term 1.
The Department is now inviting families of current Prep students to
participate in a short survey, closing Sunday 29 August.
Feedback will help inform what Prep students and their parents and
carers like about the Prep bags and what can be improved in 2022.
To have your say, complete the survey through SurveyMonkey.
The survey takes about five to ten minutes to complete.
For more information on this year’s Prep bags, refer to the Prep Bags 2021
web page on the Department’s website.

Alice F, 4AA

